
 

This Sunday at St. Luke's Blue Ridge 

May 31, 2020 

One Service 9:30 a.m., four options: in-church, in-pavilion, 

drive-in and online 
 

 

Pentecost, commonly  

called Whitsunday 
 

 
 

Our focus this Sunday: 

People of power! 



OVERVIEW 

   Last Sunday we looked at Christians being people of 

expectation. That is certainly true. For one thing, Jesus, the true 

King is set to return. At that time, both those who have died in 

advance of His coming as well as those who are alive at that time 

will be given bodies like Jesus’ resurrected body, bodies that 

won’t need joint replacements, bodies not subject to Covid-19, 

bodies fit for God’s renewed creation. At that time, every tear will 

be wiped away. “Orphans no longer fatherless, Nor widows 

desolate,” says hymn writer Henry Alford. 

    But that is not all, Christians also are people of power, 

Pentecostal power, just as Jesus promised prior to be taken into 

the cloud on the day of the Ascension. After telling his followers 

to go back to Jerusalem and wait, He says: “But ye shall receive 

power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 

be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 

Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

    God’s power is still available to us. The promise of the Holy 

Spirit is not just to a select few, a class of the especially holy. No, 

it is to all.  

     What are some of the things the Holy Spirit does in the life of 

a believer? Well, He does a multitude of things. He brings the 

truth about Jesus into our minds and hearts. He reveals sin. He 

reveals the right way – righteousness. He banishes fear and 

timidity. He makes us able witnesses. He gives power for daily 

living.  

     N.T. Wright summarizes the gift of the Holy Spirit like this: 

“The power of heaven is let loose on earth.” This power is yours. 

Don’t leave the gift on the table.  

 

 



BACKGROUND 
     Whitsundtide was formerly one of the special times of the year for Baptisms. 

The name, shortened from White-Sunday, was probably derived from the 

processions of the newly-baptised who wore white robes to show that they were 

cleansed from sin and dedicated to a new life through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

In spite of the name, red is the customary colour of hangings and vestments for the 

day. 

    The name Pentecost was taken over by the Church from Judaism and means 

‘fiftieth’ day. Among the Jews the festival was known as the Feast of Weeks, and it 

was a thanksgiving for the wheat harvest. In the time of our Lord the Jews also 

commemorated at this feast the giving of the Law. In the old dispensation, Moses 

went ‘up’ on Sinai and brought down the gift of the Law on stone tables; in the 

new, Jesus (the new, better Moses) went ‘up’ at the Ascension and sent down an 

even better gift – Someone of the same essence as Himself – the Holy Spirit. One 

of the functions of the Holy Spirit is to write the real intent of the law on ‘the 

fleshy tables of the heart” (2 Corinthians 3:3).  

 

The Collect for Whitsunday (Pentecost) 
      O GOD, who as at this time didst teach the hearts of thy faithful people, by 

sending to them the light of thy Holy Spirit; Grant us by the same Spirit to have a 

right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through 

the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 

unity of the same Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

Special Prayers – Coronavirus 
      Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about doing good, and 

healing all manner of sickness and disease among the people: Continue in our 

hospitals and research centers his gracious work among us, especially those 

ministering to people affected by the novel coronavirus; console and heal the sick; 

grant to the researchers, physicians, nurses, and assisting staff wisdom and skill, 

diligence and patience; prosper their work, O Lord, and send down your blessing 

upon all who serve the suffering; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

      Almighty and immortal God, giver of life and health: We implore in your 

mercy to stop the spread of the novel coronavirus; healing for all infected by the 

novel coronavirus, that by your blessing upon them and upon those who minister to 

them with your healing gifts, they may be restored to health of body and mind, 



according to your gracious will, and may give thanks to you in your holy Church; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

THE EPISTLE (H.C.) – Acts 2;1-11 (J.B. Phillips) 
The first Pentecost for the young Church 

2 1-4 Then when the actual day of Pentecost came they were all assembled together. 

Suddenly there was a sound from heaven like the rushing of a violent wind, and it 

filled the whole house where they were seated. Before their eyes appeared tongues 

like flames which separated off and settled above the head of each one of them. They 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different languages as the 

Spirit gave them power to proclaim his message. 
5-11 Now there were staying in Jerusalem Jews of deep faith from every nation of the 

world. When they heard this sound a crowd quickly collected and were completely 

bewildered because each one of them heard these men speaking in his own language. 

They were absolutely amazed and said in their astonishment, “Listen, surely all these 

speakers are Galileans? Then how does it happen that every single one of us can hear 

the particular language he has known from a child? There are Parthians, Medes and 

Elamites; there are men whose homes are in Mesopotamia, in Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Africa near Cyrene, as 

well as visitors from Rome! There are Jews and proselytes, men from Crete and men 

from Arabia, yet we can all hear these men speaking of the magnificence of God in 

our native language.” 

 
NOTE: The first Whitsunday occurred on the ancient Jewish Feast of Pentecost. This was when 

the believers in the risen Lord first became aware of the presence of God’s Spirit in their midst. 

The occasion marks the beginning of the dynamic, missionary life of the Christian Church. 

(William Sydnor)  

 

THE GOSPEL (H.C.) – St. John 14:15-31 (J.B. Phillips) 
Jesus promises the Spirit 

15-20 “If you really love me, you will keep the commandments I have given you and 

I shall ask the Father to give you someone else to stand by you, to be with you 

always. I mean the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, for it can neither 

see nor recognise that Spirit. But you recognise him, for he is with you now and 

will be in your hearts. I am not going to leave you alone in the world—I am 

coming to you. In a very little while, the world will see me no more but you will 

see me, because I am really alive and you will be alive too. When that day come, 

you will realise that I am in my Father, that you are in me, and I am in you. 



21 “Every man who knows my commandments and obeys them is the man who 

really loves me, and every man who really loves me will himself be loved by my 

Father, and I too will love him and make myself known to him.” 
22 Then Judas (not Iscariot), said, “Lord, how is it that you are going to make 

yourself known to us but not to the world?” 
23-24 And to this Jesus replied, “When a man loves me, he follows my teaching. 

Then my Father will love him, and we will come to that man and make our home 

within him. The man who does not really love me will not follow my teaching. 

Indeed, what you are hearing from me now is not really my saying, but comes from 

the Father who sent me. 
25-26 “I have said all this while I am still with you. But the one who is coming to 

stand by you, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will be your 

teacher and will bring to your minds all that I have said to you. 
27-31 “I leave behind with you—peace; I give you my own peace and my gift is 

nothing like the peace of this world. You must not be distressed and you must not 

be daunted. You have heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to 

you.’ If you really loved me, you would be glad because I am going to my Father, 

for my Father is greater than I. And I have told you of it now, before it happens, so 

that when it does happen, your faith in me will not be shaken. I shall not be able to 

talk much longer to you for the spirit that rules this world is coming very close. He 

has no hold over me, but I go on my way to show the world that I love the Father 

and do what he sent me to do ... Get up now! Let us leave this place. 

 
NOTE: This section is from the Upper Room discourses of our Lord on the night of the Last Supper 

and of His arrest. He promises the disciples that the Father will send the Holy Spirit to remind and 

teach (and so to guide) those who are true to Him.  (William Sydnor) 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (Lectionary) – Joel 2:28-32 (ESV) 
The Lord Will Pour Out His Spirit 

28  “And it shall come to pass afterwards, 

    that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

    your old men shall dream dreams, 

    and your young men shall see visions. 
29 Even on the male and female servants 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit. 
30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and 

columns of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to 

blood, before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. 32 And it shall come to 



pass that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. For in Mount 

Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has said, and 

among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls. 
 

NOTE: The prophet foretells the coming day of the Lord when God’s Spirit will be known in the 

midst of His people. This great day will usher in the Day of Judgment. (William Sydnor) 
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May 31 
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Preacher: The Rev. Victor H. Morgan, 

Rector 

 
Four Worship Options 

1. Drive-in. Those choosing this option are 

asked to remain in their automobile and 

listen to the service via their car radio 



(FM 98.1). Holy Communion will be 

delivered to cars in plastic bags. 

2. In-pavilion. As the weather becomes 

warmer, a speaker has been set up in the 

church pavilion. Those choosing this 

option should space themselves out. 

Dogs are welcomed if kept quiet and 

under control. 

3. In-church. Those choosing to be in the 

church are asked to maintain a distance 

of six feet apart from others not living in 

the same household. Worshipers will be 

staggered on pews, one family sitting on 

one end of a pew with the next seated a 

row ahead on the opposite end. Those 

worshipping inside, as with those 

worshipping outside, will be, given a 

booklet containing the full order of 



worship including hymns. (Please refrain 

from using pew Prayer Books and 

Hymnals). At the end of the service, 

ushers will direct worshippers to leave in 

an orderly and safe manner. Alms basins 

will be located both at the back of the 

church and in the South Transept. Those 

wishing to donate may also use St. 

Luke’s on-line portal found on the 

church’s website 

(www.stlukesblueridge.org). 

Communion (host only) will distributed 

in plastic bags brought to worshippers in 

the pew. 

4. Online. Services will continue to be live-

streamed on Facebook and available for 

viewing following the service on You 

Tube. To access both put “Parish Church 

http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/


of St. Luke, Blue Ridge, Ga.” in the 

search bar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   
 

From lightening and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague, 

pestilence, and famine; from battle and murder, and from sudden death. GOOD 

LORD, DELIVER US 

 

OUR MISSION 

St. Luke’s mission is to grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Jesus 

Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and to share our faith, our hands 

and hearts for the sake of the Gospel, our community and the world.  

 

 

 

 
 



Financial Pledge for the Year of our Lord 2020 

As stewards of God’s gifts and in gratitude for all blessings, I pledge the following amount to the work of 

Christ through St. Luke’s Church for 2018 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount ____________________________________________________________________ 

________Weekly _______ Monthly_______Yearly 

(Please tick the appropriate blank) 

       Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him to store, as God has prospered him. 1 

Corinthians 16:2



 

REMEMBER THE NEEDY  

EVERY TIME YOU COME TO CHURCH 

 
 

Please bring one or more item for the needy -- paper, 
soap products, tinned and dried food, etc. Leave in 

Narthex. Items will be distributed through North Georgia 
Community Action Agency 

 

 

 
NEW SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2020 IS AVAILABLE 

A sign-up sheet for Altar flowers is available in Thomason Hall for 2020. 
Please sign up for days you wish to commemorate.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

St. Luke's Church, "The Parish Church of the Mountains," 7 Ewing St., (POB 1821), 
Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513; (706) 632-8245; 
www.stlukesblueridge.org; stlukes@tds.net.  

tel:%28706%29%20632-8245
http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/
mailto:stlukes@tds.net

