
This Sunday at St. Luke's Blue Ridge 

August 2, 2020 

One service 9:30 a.m., MANY WORSHIP OPTIONS:  

in-church, in-Yellow Room, in-pavilion, drive-in and online 
 

 

The Eighth Sunday  

after Trinity 
 

 
Finding a wife for Isaac 

 

Our focus this Sunday: 

Providence, Prayer and Romance: 



OVERVIEW – GENESIS 24 

     The saga of Abraham’s faith journey continues this week with the patriarch 

seeking a wife for his son Isaac. In today’s instalment of the story we find 

providence, prayer and romance.  

 Providence can be seen in the way God’s hand remained at work in the 

country out of which Abraham came. There, out of sight from Abraham, God was 

preparing a wife for Isaac. Rebekah was the girl’s name. 

Rebekah, like Mary in the New Testament, was chosen of God to be the 

bearer of salvation. In her case, it was to give birth to the one who would be the 

fountain head of the nation of Israel, the nation from which Jesus, the Israelite par 

excellence – would come.    

Both Rebekah and Mary were chosen of God, but each in her own way had 

to say yes to God’s call. Rebekah’s response came when asked if she would go 

with Abraham’s servant.  “I will go,” she said. Mary’s came after she received the 

announcement form the angel Gabriel that she had been chosen to be mother of the 

Messiah. “Be it unto me according to thy word,” she answered.  God’s call comes 

to each of us. Let us learn from Rebekah and Mary how to respond. 

 We also find in today’s episode in Abraham’s life a remarkable instance of 

prayer. Abraham’s trusted servant, upon arrival at Nahor (the place Abraham’s 

kinsmen were living), asked God’s assistance in finding the right girl for his 

master’s son. Even before he finished praying, God answered. “More things are 

wrought by prayer than this world dreams of,” wrote the English poet Alfred Lord 

Tennyson many centuries later. The principle still holds.  

  Finally, we find in Genesis 24 romance. The romance, of course, is between 

Isaac and Rebekah. When Abraham’s servant returned with Rebekah, Isaac was in 

a field meditating. Later we are told that he took Rebekah into the tent of his 

mother (who was at this point dead) and she became his wife. The chapter 

concludes with the words, “He loved her.” 

Isaac and Rebekah have traditionally been seen as icons for marriage as God 

instituted it. Unlike others of the patriarchs, their story is free from any hint of 

polygamy. The Form of Solemnization of Matrimony in the 1662 Book of 

Common Prayer contains a prayer with these words: 

           “Send thy blessing upon these thy servants, this man and this woman, whom 

we bless in thy Name; that, as Isaac and Rebecca lived faithfully together, so these 

persons may surely perform and keep the vow and covenant betwixt them made.” 

(VHM) 

   

  

 

 



The Collect for Trinity 8 
O GOD, whose never-failing providence ordereth all things both in heaven and 

earth; We humbly beseech thee to put away from us all hurtful things, and to give us 

those things which are profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE – Romans 8:12-17 (J.B. Phillips) 
Follow the Spirit as God’s children 

8 12-13 So then, my brothers, you can see that we have no particular reason to feel 

grateful to our sensual nature, or to live life on the level of the instincts. Indeed that 

way of living leads to certain spiritual death. But if on the other hand you cut the 

nerve of your instinctive actions by obeying the Spirit, you are on the way to real 

living. 
14-17 All who follow the leading of God’s Spirit are God’s own sons. Nor are you 

meant to relapse into the old slavish attitude of fear—you have been adopted into 

the very family circle of God and you can say with a full heart, “Father, my Father”. 

The Spirit himself endorses our inward conviction that we really are the children of 

God. Think what that means. If we are his children we share his treasures, and all 

that Christ claims as his will belong to all of us as well! Yes, if we share in his 

suffering we shall certainly share in his glory. 

       
NOTE: The believers in Christ the Saviour have been given new life which is infused by God’s 

Holy Spirit. (William Sydnor)  

 

THE GOSPEL (H.C.) – St. Matthew 7:15-21 (J.B. Phillips) 
Living, not professing, is what matters 

715-20 “Be on your guard against false religious teachers, who come to you dressed 

up as sheep but are really greedy wolves. You can tell them by their fruit. Do you 

pick a bunch of grapes from a thorn-bush or figs from a clump of thistles? Every 

good tree produces good fruit, but a bad tree produces bad fruit. A good tree is 

incapable of producing bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot produce good fruit. The tree 

that fails to produce good fruit is cut down and burnt. So you may know men by 

their fruit.” 
21 “It is not everyone who keeps saying to me ‘Lord, Lord’ who will enter the 

kingdom of Heaven, but the man who actually does my Heavenly Father’s will. 

 
NOTE: The test of a genuine faith in Christ is evident to others because it shines forth in life’s 

daily relationships. This is true also of the corporate life of Christians. The Creed that is proclaimed 

by the way Church members act outside the church speaks more loudly than the one recited in 

church services.   (William Sydnor) 



 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (Lectionary) – Genesis 24:1-27 (ESV) 
Isaac and Rebekah 

24 Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years. And the Lord had blessed 

Abraham in all things. 2 And Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his 

household, who had charge of all that he had, “Put your hand under my thigh, 3 that 

I may make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and God of the earth, that you 

will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom 

I dwell, 4 but will go to my country and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son 

Isaac.” 5 The servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman may not be willing to follow 

me to this land. Must I then take your son back to the land from which you 

came?” 6 Abraham said to him, “See to it that you do not take my son back 

there. 7 The Lord, the God of heaven, who took me from my father's house and from 

the land of my kindred, and who spoke to me and swore to me, ‘To your offspring I 

will give this land’, he will send his angel before you, and you shall take a wife for 

my son from there. 8 But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be 

free from this oath of mine; only you must not take my son back there.” 9 So the 

servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master and swore to him 

concerning this matter. 
10 Then the servant took ten of his master's camels and departed, taking all sorts of 

choice gifts from his master; and he arose and went to Mesopotamia[a] to the city of 

Nahor. 11 And he made the camels kneel down outside the city by the well of water 

at the time of evening, the time when women go out to draw water. 12 And he said, 

“O Lord, God of my master Abraham, please grant me success today and show 

steadfast love to my master Abraham. 13 Behold, I am standing by the spring of 

water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. 14 Let 

the young woman to whom I shall say, ‘Please let down your jar that I may drink’, 

and who shall say, ‘Drink, and I will water your camels’—let her be the one whom 

you have appointed for your servant Isaac. By this[b] I shall know that you have 

shown steadfast love to my master.” 
15 Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel the 

son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, came out with her water jar on 

her shoulder. 16 The young woman was very attractive in appearance, a 

maiden[c] whom no man had known. She went down to the spring and filled her jar 

and came up. 17 Then the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please give me a little 

water to drink from your jar.” 18 She said, “Drink, my lord.” And she quickly let 

down her jar upon her hand and gave him a drink. 19 When she had finished giving 

him a drink, she said, “I will draw water for your camels also, until they have finished 

drinking.” 20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough and ran again to the well 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+24%3A1-24++&version=ESVUK#fen-ESVUK-602a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+24%3A1-24++&version=ESVUK#fen-ESVUK-606b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+24%3A1-24++&version=ESVUK#fen-ESVUK-608c


to draw water, and she drew for all his camels. 21 The man gazed at her in silence to 

learn whether the Lord had prospered his journey or not. 
22 When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold ring weighing a half 

shekel, and two bracelets for her arms weighing ten gold shekels, 23 and said, “Please 

tell me whose daughter you are. Is there room in your father's house for us to spend 

the night?” 24 She said to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, 

whom she bore to Nahor.” 25 She added, “We have plenty of both straw and fodder, 

and room to spend the night.” 26 The man bowed his head and worshipped 

the Lord 27 and said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has 

not forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness towards my master. As for me, 

the Lord has led me in the way to the house of my master's kinsmen.” 

 
NOTE: The story of Rebekah at the well continues the Abraham saga which has been the O.T. 

lesson since the beginning of the Trinity Season. Faith is certainly “profitable to our salvation,” 

and Abraham typifies great faith, as verse 7 makes evident.  (William Sydnor) 

 

The Eighth Sunday after Trinity 

9:30 a.m. 

This Sunday’s Focus 
Finding a Wife for Isaac: 

Providence, Prayer and Romance 

 

The Rev. Ronald O. Wikander will be 

this Sunday’s preacher. 

 

Worship Options 

1. In-church. This week’s service will be 

conducted in the Church Proper. Social 



distancing will be observed. Additional 

seating is provided in the Yellow Room.  

2. Drive-in. Those choosing this option are 

asked to remain in their automobile and 

listen to the service via their car radio 

(FM 98.1). Holy Communion will be 

delivered to cars in plastic bags. 

3. In-pavilion. As the weather becomes 

warmer, a speaker has been set up in the 

church pavilion. Those choosing this 

option should space themselves out. 

Dogs are welcomed if kept quiet and 

under control. 

4. Online. Services will continue to be live-

streamed on Facebook and available for 

viewing following the service on You 

Tube. To access both put “Parish Church 



of St. Luke, Blue Ridge, Ga.” in the 

search bar. 

 

                                             * * * * * * * * 
 

INTERMENT SERVICE FOR JANE KOSTER 

The Burial Office will be read for Dorothy Jane Koster in St. Luke’s Memorial Garden following 

this morning’s service.  St. Luke’s was her family, and all who can are invited to attend, observing 

social distancing. A celebration of life will be held after the cessation of the pandemic. Jane 

departed to be with the Lord early Monday, July 20, at Cameron Hall. May she rest in peace and 

rise in glory. 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 

Christian sympathy is extended to the family of LaRay (Mrs. Stephen) Hrytzay following her death 

early Monday, July 27, at her home in Clermont, Fla. May she rest in peace and rise in glory.  

 

MEN’S MEETING 

St. Luke’s Men’s Group will meet at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Aug. 4, in the Pavilion.  

 

                                                            * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

From lightning and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague, 

pestilence, and famine; from battle and murder, and from sudden death. GOOD 

LORD, DELIVER US 

 

OUR MISSION 

St. Luke’s mission is to grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Jesus 

Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and to share our faith, our hands 

and hearts for the sake of the Gospel, our community and the world.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Financial Pledge for the Year of our Lord 2020 

As stewards of God’s gifts and in gratitude for all blessings, I pledge the following amount to the work of 

Christ through St. Luke’s Church for 2020 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount ____________________________________________________________________ 

________Weekly _______ Monthly_______Yearly 

(Please tick the appropriate blank) 

       Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him to store, as God has prospered him. 1 

Corinthians 16:2



 

REMEMBER THE NEEDY  

EVERY TIME YOU COME TO CHURCH 

 
 

Please bring one or more item for the needy -- paper, 
soap products, tinned and dried food, etc. Leave in 

Narthex. Items will be distributed through North Georgia 
Community Action Agency 

 

 

 
NEW SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2020 IS AVAILABLE 

A sign-up sheet for Altar flowers is available in Thomason Hall for 2020. 
Please sign up for days you wish to commemorate.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

St. Luke's Church, "The Parish Church of the Mountains," 7 Ewing St., (POB 1821), 
Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513; (706) 632-8245; 
www.stlukesblueridge.org; stlukes@tds.net.  

tel:%28706%29%20632-8245
http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/
mailto:stlukes@tds.net

