
This Sunday at St. Luke's Blue Ridge 

July 12, 2020 

One service 9:30 a.m., MANY WORSHIP OPTIONS: in-

church, in-Yellow Room, in-pavilion, drive-in and online 
 

 

The Fifth Sunday  

after Trinity 
 

 
 

Our focus this Sunday: 

The God who has his hand on all 

 

OVERVIEW 

     In the Bible, both in the Old Testament as well as in the New, there are 

numerous examples of people when they get a call from God being given a new 

name. Examples in the New Testament include Simon becoming Peter and Saul 



becoming Paul, but the first example comes in today’s Old Testament lesson from 

Genesis 17. Here, God renews the covenant he had made 13 years earlier with 

Abram.  At this time, God changes Abram’s name to Abraham. The first means 

‘father of many’, while the latter ‘father of many nations’. The irony is that 

Abraham is a very old man and as yet had no offspring. Humanly speaking what 

God promised Abraham and confirmed with a solemn oath was impossible . . . but 

not with God who reveals Himself as El shaddai [God Almighty in our English 

translation]. The Septuagint – a 3rd and 4th century translation of the Hebrew 

scriptures into Greek, renders ‘Almighty” with a word meaning “the One Who has 

His hand on everything.” Yes, this One even has His hand on the natural processes. 

With Him nothing is impossible. 

      Many things have changed since the time of Abraham, but not the God whose 

hand is on everything. No area of life is exempted. Reflect on this truth about God 

in relation to your life, to this place we find ourselves in history, to those we love 

who are no longer with us, to the life and witness of St. Luke’s. (VHM) 

   

The Collect for Trinity 5 
      GRANT, O Lord, we beseech thee, that the course of this world may be so 

peaceably ordered by thy governance, that thy Church may joyfully serve thee in 

all godly quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE – 1 St. Peter 3:8-15 (J.B. Phillips) 
Be good to each other—and to all  

8-12 To sum up, you should all be of one mind living like brothers with true love and 

sympathy for each other, generous and courteous at all times. Never pay back a bad 

turn with a bad turn or an insult with another insult, but on the contrary pay back 

with good. For this is your calling—to do good and one day to inherit all the 

goodness of God. For: ‘He who would love life and see good days, let him refrain 

his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking guile: let him turn away from evil 

and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the 

righteous, and his ears are open to their prayers; but the face of the Lord is against 

those who do evil’. 

Do good, even if you suffer for it 
13-16 After all, who in the ordinary way is likely to injure you for being enthusiastic 

for good? And if it should happen that you suffer “for righteousness’ sake”, that is a 

privilege. You need neither fear their threats nor worry about them; simply 

concentrate on being completely devoted to Christ in your hearts.  

 



NOTE: The Epistle was probably addressed to Christians facing hardship for their faith. Peter 

enjoins them to serve God faithfully and to avoid evil no matter what life’s external circumstances 

were. So are we. (William Sydnor)  

 

THE GOSPEL (H.C.) – St. Luke 5:1-11 (J.B. Phillips) 
Simon, James and John become Jesus’ followers 

5 1-3 One day the people were crowding closely round Jesus to hear God’s message, 

as he stood on the shore of Lake Gennesaret. Jesus noticed two boats drawn up on 

the beach, for the fishermen had left them there while they were cleaning their 

nets. He went aboard one of the boats, which belonged to Simon, and asked him to 

push out a little from the shore. Then he sat down and continued his teaching of the 

crowds from the boat. 
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Push out now into deep water 

and let down your nets for a catch.” 
5 Simon replied, “Master! We’ve worked all night and never caught a thing, but if 

you say so, I’ll let the nets down.” 
6-8 And when they had done this, they caught an enormous shoal of fish—so big 

that the nets began to tear. So they signalled to their friends in the other boats to 

come and help them. They came and filled both the boats to sinking point. When 

Simon Peter saw this, he fell on his knees before Jesus and said, “Keep away from 

me, Lord, for I’m only a sinful man!” 
9-10 For he and his companions (including Zebedee’s sons, James and John, 

Simon’s partners) were staggered at the haul of fish that they had made. Jesus said 

to Simon, “Don’t be afraid, Simon. From now on your catch will be men.” 
11 So they brought the boats ashore, left everything and followed him. 

 
NOTE: The call to be a disciple was a serious matter in the first century. It is a serious matter 

today. Everyone, as he enters the Christian fellowship, promises faithfully to follow Jesus Christ 

as our Lord and Saviour (Prayer Book, pp.278 and 297).  (William Sydnor) 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (Lectionary) – Genesis 17:1-8 (ESV) 
Abram gets a new name 

17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to 

him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my 

covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell 

on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you 

shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called 

Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a 

multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you 



into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant 

between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for 

an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8 And I 

will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the 

land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” 

 
NOTE: The faithful God makes a covenant with Abraham, who in turn responds in faith. He 

believes God. Notice that the covenant is not a contract between equals. God pronounces; man 

accepts. Abraham is the father of the faithful because he was faithful to the will of the faithful God.  

(William Sydnor) 

 

 

The Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

9:30 a.m. 

This Sunday’s Focus 
The God whose hand is on all 

 

Worship Options 

1. In-church. This week’s service will be 

conducted in the Church Proper. Social 

distancing will be observed. Additional 

seating is provided in the Yellow Room.  

2. Drive-in. Those choosing this option are 

asked to remain in their automobile and 

listen to the service via their car radio 



(FM 98.1). Holy Communion will be 

delivered to cars in plastic bags. 

3. In-pavilion. As the weather becomes 

warmer, a speaker has been set up in the 

church pavilion. Those choosing this 

option should space themselves out. 

Dogs are welcomed if kept quiet and 

under control. 

4. Online. Services will continue to be live-

streamed on Facebook and available for 

viewing following the service on You 

Tube. To access both put “Parish Church 

of St. Luke, Blue Ridge, Ga.” in the 

search bar. 

 

                                             * * * * * * * * 

 
From lightning and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague, 

pestilence, and famine; from battle and murder, and from sudden death. GOOD 

LORD, DELIVER US 

 

 

 



 

OUR MISSION 

St. Luke’s mission is to grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Jesus 

Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and to share our faith, our hands 

and hearts for the sake of the Gospel, our community and the world.  
 

Financial Pledge for the Year of our Lord 2020 

As stewards of God’s gifts and in gratitude for all blessings, I pledge the following amount to the work of 

Christ through St. Luke’s Church for 2020 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount ____________________________________________________________________ 

________Weekly _______ Monthly_______Yearly 

(Please tick the appropriate blank) 

       Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him to store, as God has prospered him. 1 

Corinthians 16:2



 

REMEMBER THE NEEDY  

EVERY TIME YOU COME TO CHURCH 

 
 

Please bring one or more item for the needy -- paper, 
soap products, tinned and dried food, etc. Leave in 

Narthex. Items will be distributed through North Georgia 
Community Action Agency 

 

 

 
NEW SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2020 IS AVAILABLE 

A sign-up sheet for Altar flowers is available in Thomason Hall for 2020. 
Please sign up for days you wish to commemorate.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

St. Luke's Church, "The Parish Church of the Mountains," 7 Ewing St., (POB 1821), 
Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513; (706) 632-8245; 
www.stlukesblueridge.org; stlukes@tds.net.  

tel:%28706%29%20632-8245
http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/
mailto:stlukes@tds.net

