
Column – Follow me as I follow Christ 
 
 A few years ago I was in Oxford for summer school. There were lectures 
in the morning but often free time at the end of the day. On one occasion, I 
casually mentioned to three or four people that if they would like eat at a 
country pub that evening to meet me in the foyer at a certain time. Everyone 
seemed agreeable, and we left it at that. 
 
 Well, the hour came, and I went downstairs to the assembly area and to 
my surprise found – not three or four – but around 25. Apparently, everyone had 
invited someone else, and these had done the same (a good recipe for 
evangelism and church growth!). 
 

The plan was to walk through a meadow (which included cows) and 
along one of several rivers that meander around Oxford. The problem was I had 
never actually walked there myself. The times I had been to the Trout (the name 
of the pub) had been by car. At this point, there was no turning back.  
 

I thought I knew the way, but I also knew that if I took a wrong turn and 
got all these people lost, I would be the laughing stock of the school the next 
day. To ensure that did not happen, I quietly asked those I met, “Is this the way 
to the Trout?” Each time they would nod. To make a long story short, we 
arrived without incident.  

 
If you think about it, those in positions of Christian leadership and to a 

certain extent all Christians face a similar dilemma. Whether we realize it or 
not, people are following us, and we dare not let them down. 

 
The challenge is how to continue straight on a crooked path -- the 

crooked path being the road of life with all its twists and turns, temptations and 
dangers -- and arriving at our destination. The answer, of course, is getting our 
directions from someone in the know, and who is more in the ‘know’ than the 
One who said, “I am the Way”.  

 
The Apostle Paul takes this thought a step farther and tells members of 

the church at Philippi, to follow him – yes him! “Brethren, be followers together 
of me” (Philippians 1:17a). Isn’t Paul being a bit bold? Maybe, but his thinking 
works like this: As I follow Christ, you follow me.” In other words, he was not 
offering them talk, but a walk. Isn’t that what all who name the name of Christ 
should be doing, modelling the Christian faith and not just talking about it?  

 
“Follow me, as I follow Christ. Let’s do it together.” Now that is New 

Testament evangelism in action. 



 
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most gracious favour, and 

further us with thy continual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and 
ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy Name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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