
Column 
 
 A few days after Easter I felt an inward urge to write a letter to an 
acquaintance in jail. This person made some bad choices but is a Christian. 
More than that, prior to incarceration, this one demonstrated some real gifts in 
the area of ministry. 
 
 The purpose of this letter was to encourage, and, as I sat before my 
keyboard trying to decide what to write, it occurred to me that there is no place 
so dark, even in a correctional facility, where God’s light cannot shine through a 
Christian. Words of a little Sunday school song came to mind: “Brighten the 
corner where you are.” So, this was my message of encouragement. 
 
 Even as I passed on this thought, it occurred to me that this person was, in 
all likelihood, already brightening some corner in this prison and perhaps just 
needed someone to say:  
 

“Carry on! Don’t waste your time feeling sorry about your situation. Let 
your light shine before the congregation God has placed before you.”  

 
I hope this note will accomplish its mission. The gifts God gives us need 

to be used, not horded or hidden.  
 
 Another thought came to mind as I drove to the Post Office to mail this 
letter: we Christians say in our creeds “I believe in the forgiveness of sins.” But, 
do we? Thinking again of this acquaintance (whom I have never meet in person) 
and others in similar circumstances, it would be easy to write them off and say 
they got what they deserve, but is this God’s way? 
 
 I think not. The God we meet in Jesus is a God of second chances. My 
biblical basis for making this assertion is the way Jesus handled Peter’s denial. 
Three times after Jesus had been taken into custody Peter told different ones he 
did not even know the Lord.  
 

Peter’s denial was serious and sinful, but what did Jesus do following His 
resurrection? Cast him out of His inner circle? No, He took him aside and asked 
him three times: “Do you love me?” 
 

 Three times Peter said, yes.  Following each, Jesus gave him the charge: 
“Feed my sheep” (John 21:17). 
 
 What I take away from this account is that forgiveness of sins is real and 
that God does not put people on the shelf when they mess up. Consequences 



remain. There may well be punishment that must be accepted and endured. But 
God remains faithful. More than that, God’s light can still shine through erring 
ones wherever they are . . . even if that be in a state correctional facility. There 
are still sheep to be fed.  
  
 O God, forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee; 
mercifully grant that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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