
Column 
  

I write this column while on a study holiday in Oxford. This past 
Saturday I travelled to London where, upon arrival, the first thing I noticed 
were banners and posters everywhere proclaiming “free love.” My first 
thought was: The Sixties have come again . . . Woodstock in Westminster! 
  

“Here in London, you are free to be whoever you want to be, and 
love whoever you want to love,” the Mayor of London Sadiq Khan was 
quoted saying on these banners. Incidentally, Khan identifies himself as a 
follower of Islam. 

  
I don’t know why I was shocked, but my first thought was: Here is not 

only Woodstock of the Sixties but the Corinth of St. Paul’s day. (Corinth, 
according to commentary writers, was so morally corrupt that its very name 
had become synonymous in the ancient world with debauchery and moral 
depravity.) 
  

Of course, the problem of free love is that it does not bring freedom. 
Quite the opposite, like all misappropriations of God’s good gifts, it brings 
bondage. Once the initial thrill is over, one goes on seeking another, greater 
thrill. Long ago a wise man in Israel said: “There is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 
14:12). His words still hold. 

  
In such a world, it would be easy to get discouraged and become 

pessimistic. But if what I saw was in fact the degradation of ancient Corinth, 
then let it not be forgotten that it was into such a culture as this that the 
Gospel first came, took root and began its amazing, transforming work. 

  
An encouraging thought is that what God did in olden times, He can 

do today. He remains strong to save and at work in the world. 
  
Indeed, I saw an example of the latter the following day on Sunday 

when I went for service at the Temple Church. Here, the children were 
putting on a play of the recent Royal Wedding during their Sunday school 
time. 

  
At the conclusion of the morning service, they came into the church, 

and the Master (the minister of the church) quizzed them about what they 



had learned. Their answers stood in stark contrast to the Mayor of London’s 
message. Instead of free love, they spoke of committed love, which includes 
vows made before God and mutual responsibilities. 

  
Following St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 15, this love “does not seek selfish 

advantage” but rather is patient and kind. For one committing oneself to a 
person of the opposite sex for life in the holy estate of matrimony, it requires 
giving up some of your freedom. 

  
In the midst of “Corinth” these children were being instructed and in 

turn instructing us in the congregation of in the ways of Zion. Hope and 
quiet action -- not despair and resignation -- must ever be way of God’s 
believing people in the world. 
 
       O GOD, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in 
knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect 
freedom; Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; that 
we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries, through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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