
This Sunday at St. Luke's Blue Ridge 

October 25, 2020 

One service 9:30 a.m., MANY WORSHIP OPTIONS:  

in-church, in-Yellow Room, in-pavilion, drive-in and online 
 

 

The Twentieth Sunday  

after Trinity 
 

 
The Fickleness of the Hebrews and the Faithfulness of God 

     The very ones who had seen God part the Red Sea waters and in so doing had 

allow them to escape the bondage of Egypt soon forgot what God has done for 

them. No sooner than Moses had gone up Mt. Sinai, they pressed Moses’ brother 

and second in command Aaron to build for them an idol. The wonderful thing is 

that God bore with them and did not forget the covenant He had made with their 

forebearers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Somehow it would be through this messed-

up, disobedient people God would bring about the salvation of the human race.  

 

Our focus this Sunday: 

The Three R’s of the Christian Life:  

Remember, Remain and Return 



The Collect for Trinity 20 
ALMIGHTY and most merciful God, of thy bountiful goodness keep us, we beseech 

thee, from all things that may hurt us; that we, being ready both in body and soul, 

may cheerfully accomplish those things which thou commandest; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE – Ephesians 5:15-21 (J.B. Phillips) 
Live Life Responsively 

5 15-21Live life, then, with a due sense of responsibility, not as men who do not know 

the meaning and purpose of life but as those who do. Make the best use of your time, 

despite all the difficulties of these days. Don’t be vague but firmly grasp what you 

know to be the will of God. Don’t get your stimulus from wine (for there is always 

the danger of excessive drinking), but let the Spirit stimulate your souls. Express 

your joy in singing among yourselves psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, making 

music in your hearts for the ears of God! Thank God at all times for everything, in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. And “fit in with” each other, because of your 

common reverence for Christ. 
 

NOTE: This passage is the closing paragraph of the exhortation to avoid pagan practices. The first 

two sentences (vv.15-17) are obviously urging readers to be responsible Christians. They also have 

deeper layers of meanings which will reward prayerful meditation. (William Sydnor)  

 

THE GOSPEL (H.C.) – St. Matthew 22:1-14 (J.B. Phillips) 
The kingdom is not to be lightly disregarded 

22 Then Jesus began to talk to them again in parables. 
2-14 “The kingdom of Heaven,” he said, “is like a king who arranged a wedding for 

his son. He sent his servants to summon those who had been invited to the festivities, 

but they refused to come. Then he tried again; he sent some more servants, saying 

to them, ‘Tell those who have been invited, “Here is my wedding-breakfast all ready, 

my bullocks and fat cattle have been slaughtered and everything is prepared. Come 

along to the festivities.”’ But they took no notice of this and went off, one to his 

farm, and another to his business. As for the rest, they got hold of the servants, 

treated them disgracefully, and finally killed them. At this the king was very angry 

and sent his troops and killed those murderers and burned down their city. Then he 

said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is quite ready, but those who were invited 

were not good enough for it. So go off now to all the street corners and invite 

everyone you find there to the feast.’ So the servants went out on to the streets and 

collected together all those whom they found, bad and good alike. And the hall 

became filled with guests. But when the king came in to inspect the guests, he 



noticed among them a man not dressed for a wedding. ‘How did you come in here, 

my friend,’ he said to him, ‘without being properly dressed for the wedding?’ And 

the man had nothing to say. Then the king said to the ushers, ‘Tie him up and throw 

him into the darkness outside. There he can weep and regret his folly!’ For many are 

invited but few are chosen.” 
 

NOTE: In the parable of the marriage of the king’s son our Lord certainly makes it clear that those 

whom the King calls should heed the invitation and instruction of the Lord.  (William Sydnor).  

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (Lectionary) – Exodus 32:1-6, 15-20, 

30-34 (RSV) 
The Golden Calf 

32 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 

people gathered themselves together to Aaron, and said to him, “Up, make us gods, 

who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land 

of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2 And Aaron said to them, 

“Take off the rings of gold which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your 

daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the rings of gold which 

were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4 And he received the gold at their 

hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, and made a molten calf; and they said, 

“These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made 

proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord.” 6 And they rose up 

early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings; and 

the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 

 
15 And Moses turned, and went down from the mountain with the two tables of the 

testimony in his hands, tables that were written on both sides; on the one side and on 

the other were they written. 16 And the tables were the work of God, and the writing 

was the writing of God, graven upon the tables. 17 When Joshua heard the noise of 

the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a noise of war in the 

camp.” 18 But he said, “It is not the sound of shouting for victory, or the sound of the 

cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear.” 19 And as soon as he came near 

the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw 

the tables out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 And he took 

the calf which they had made, and burnt it with fire, and ground it to powder, and 

scattered it upon the water, and made the people of Israel drink it. 

 
30 On the morrow Moses said to the people, “You have sinned a great sin. And now 

I will go up to the Lord; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 31 So Moses 



returned to the Lord and said, “Alas, this people have sinned a great sin; they have 

made for themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—and if 

not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.” 33 But 

the Lord said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, him will I blot out of my 

book. 34 But now go, lead the people to the place of which I have spoken to you; 

behold, my angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will 

visit their sin upon them.” 
35 And the Lord sent a plague upon the people, because they made the calf which 

Aaron made. 
 

NOTE: The story of the Israelites’ worship of the golden calf is the story of an irresponsible 

people who were punished for their apostacy. (William Sydnor)  

 

 

 The Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

9:30 a.m. 

This Sunday’s Focus 
 The Three R of the Christian Life:  

Remember, Remain and Return 

 
The Rector will be this  

week’s preacher.  

 

Worship Options 

1. In-church. This week’s service will be 

conducted in the Church Proper. Social 

distancing will be observed. Additional 

seating is provided in the Yellow Room.  



2. Drive-in. Those choosing this option are 

asked to remain in their automobile and 

listen to the service via their car radio 

(FM 98.1). Holy Communion will be 

delivered to cars in plastic bags. 

3. In-pavilion. As the weather becomes 

warmer, a speaker has been set up in the 

church pavilion. Those choosing this 

option should space themselves out. 

Dogs are welcomed if kept quiet and 

under control. 

4. Online. Services will continue to be live-

streamed on Facebook and available for 

viewing following the service on You 

Tube. To access both put “Parish Church 

of St. Luke, Blue Ridge, Ga.” in the 

search bar. 

                                                            * * * * * * * * * * * 

 



NEED A PRAYER BOOK? 
The Book of Common Prayer is a treasury of religious 

devotion. While in no way replacing the Bible, it turns 

the Bible into prayer, teaching God’s people to think 

and pray biblically and Christianly. If you don’t have 

one of your own or would like to share this treasure 

with a friend, call the church office [(706) 632-8245] 

to secure a copy of a new paperback edition.  

    These books are being mailed free to anyone in St. 

Luke’s online congregation who requests one. 

Voluntary donations to assist with our online ministry 

are appreciated.  

 

WOMEN OF ST. LUKE’S BIBLE STUDY 

Mark your calendars for a WSL informal get together. We will social distance, and 

talk about lessons learned through the Holy Spirit in 2020. Bring your copy of 

Anne Graham Lotz book "Jesus in Me" if you have it -and your Bible and if you 

have a "lesson learned" you want to share plan to share it.  

      TIME AND LOCATION: 10 AM. Thursday, October 29, Thomason Hall. 

Pack your lunch and we will eat at noon.  Judy Brooten will facilitate- email or call 

if you have questions  

jdbrooten@aol.com or 706 838-5308. 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 

Ray Pigott, beloved husband of Lynn Pigott. departed to be with the Lord 

late Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2020, in the Hayesville House in Hayesville, N.C., 

following a long illness. Ray, a native of Greenwich, England, came to 

this country to work with several American firms, including Blue Cross 

Blue Shield and Kodak. He loved to sing and was a member of the High 

Country Harmonizers, a tri-state Barber Shop group, as well as the St. 

Luke’s choir. “He who would Valiant be” by John Bunyon, his school 

song, was his favourite hymn. May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jdbrooten@aol.com


OUR MISSION 

St. Luke’s mission is to grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Jesus 

Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and to share our faith, our hands 

and hearts for the sake of the Gospel, our community and the world.  

 

 
 

Financial Pledge for the Year of our Lord 2021 

As stewards of God’s gifts and in gratitude for all blessings, I pledge the following amount to the work of 

Christ through St. Luke’s Church for 2021. 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount ____________________________________________________________________ 

________Weekly _______ Monthly_______Yearly 

(Please tick the appropriate blank) 

       Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him to store, as God has prospered him. 1 

Corinthians 16:2



 

REMEMBER THE NEEDY  

EVERY TIME YOU COME TO CHURCH 

 
 

Please bring one or more item for the needy -- paper, 
soap products, tinned and dried food, etc. Leave in 

Narthex. Items will be distributed through North Georgia 
Community Action Agency 

 

 

 
NEW SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2020 IS AVAILABLE 

A sign-up sheet for Altar flowers is available in Thomason Hall for 2020. 
Please sign up for days you wish to commemorate.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

St. Luke's Church, "The Parish Church of the Mountains," 7 Ewing St., (POB 1821), 
Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513; (706) 632-8245; 
www.stlukesblueridge.org; stlukes@tds.net.  

tel:%28706%29%20632-8245
http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/
mailto:stlukes@tds.net

