
Column 
 
 In my travels to England I often see church spires crowned with a 
cockerel. In the U.S., we would say “rooster”. Why this bird? Why on a church? 
 
   I must admit it took me a while to research this conundrum. When I did, 
the answer always seemed to come back to St. Peter. In the morning after Jesus’ 
arrest, following Peter’s three-fold denial of his Lord the night before, he heard 
a cock crew and remembered the words Jesus spoke the night before: “Verily I 
say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice” 
(Matthew 26:34). 
 
 This sound was a wake-up call for Peter. It made him realize the really 
nasty thing he had done and prompted sincere repentance. 
 
 The cock then become a symbol of Peter. More than that, his experience 
serves as reminder to all Christians to stay awake and not let the pressures of 
world around them cause them – either by words or silence – to deny Jesus. If 
He is your Lord and Master, let the world know, regardless of the cost.  
 
 The rooster and his distinctive morning call may also serve to remind us 
where we are on God’s timetable. With the coming of Messiah, the new day 
looked forward to by the Old Testament patriarchs and prophets dawned. Shafts 
of light began to stream up on the horizon of the eastern sky.  
 
 In the Genesis story, God ended his work and rested on the seventh day. 
The coming of Jesus culminating with His resurrection on Easter morning 
signalled the end of that Sabbath and the beginning of a brand, new week. That, 
as least in part, is why Christians worship on the first day of the week.    
 

It is this awareness of where we are on God’s timetable that prompted the 
Apostle Paul to write: “Knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out 
of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.” (Romans 
13:11). 

 
Why the rooster? This familiar creature, whether seen on a church spire, a 

barn or in a barnyard sends out a message. In the words of the poet G. Studdert 
Kennedy, that message is: 
“Awake, awake to love and work!”  
 

Be on the lookout for the call of the rooster in your life.  
 



ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of 
darkness, and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal 
life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the 
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
quick and [the]* dead, we may rise to the life immortal, through him who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen. 
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