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Kingship is not a popular concept in this country. After all, did we not 
fight a war to throw off the yoke of King George III? Even so, kingship is 
something with which we must grapple if we are to understand the grand 
narrative of the Bible.  

 
In the Old Testament, the nation of Israel received a king during the days 

of the prophet Samuel, first a man named Saul, then David. The first was a flop; 
the second became the fountainhead of a dynasty out of which came the Lord 
Jesus.  

 
 As the story is told in 2 Samuel 7, David, after making Jerusalem his 
capital city, decides to build God a house. Nathan, the prophet who advised 
David, gives him the green light, but soon comes back to him with, ‘wait’.  
 

Nathan explains that God, in fact, wants to build David a house, not a 
stone and mortar one, but a dynasty. “And thine house and thy kingdom shall be 
established for ever,” Nathan, speaking in God’s name, tells David.   
 
 God did indeed build David a ‘house’ – a dynasty. His offspring ruled 
over first all Israel and later over the Southern Kingdom of Judah right down to 
the time of the Babylonian captivity.  
 
 Many of these kings – ‘shepherds’ as they are called in Ezekiel 34 – 
proved to be bad kings. Ezekiel says these shepherds have fed themselves and 
not the sheep. In the same passage, the prophet sees better days coming. God 
Himself is coming to be the shepherd of His people. 
 
 But, how was this prophecy going to be fulfilled? That must have been a 
question that left those on the far side of the cross scratching their heads.  
 

We who live on this side of the cross know the answer. It was to be 
through Jesus of Nazareth. He was God come in the flesh and a lineal 
descendent of David.  
 
 But, there is more to the story still. The One born to be King – Jesus – has 
been enthroned and is now reigning.  Forty days after Easter, Jesus took His 
little band of followers outside of Jerusalem and was visibly parted from them 
in a cloud. We call this the Ascension. It will be celebrated in the Church Year 
on May 10. 
 



 But what does the Ascension have to do with Jesus’ Kingship? To get our 
answer, we again have to look back to the Old Testament, specifically this time 
to Daniel 7. Here we find Daniel having a vision concerning how God’s 
kingdom (or reign) will break in.  
 
 According to this vision, Daniel sees a human figure, after doing battle 
down below with some fierce sea beasts,  coming on the clouds of heaven to the 
Ancient of Days (God the Father) and being given a victor’s welcome and 
accorded the place of highest honour.  
 
 Jesus’ early followers, knowing their Hebrew scriptures better than we, 
saw in Jesus’ Ascension – a sign that Daniel’s vision had now come true in 
Jesus . . . that He is now the reigning Lord and the true King.  
 
 The question that confronts us: Is this Jesus my King? Have I put this 
little bit of earth called ‘me’ under His kingship? Has His reign begun in my 
life? 
 
 Almighty and everlasting God, who did will to restore all things in thy 
well-beloved son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that all 
the kindreds of the earth set free from the captivity of sin, may be brought under 
his most gracious dominion; who liveth and reigneth with the Holy Spirit ever, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 
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