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       Security, I suppose, is something all humans crave and seek. A few 
weeks ago, the mummified remains of a young woman who lived around the 
time of Jesus was discovered near the Sayano–Shushenskaya Dam in Russia. 
  
       According to a new story in The Siberian Times, the body was 
surrounded with meals for the afterlife, including a bag of pine nuts on the 
woman’s chest. Also found in the grave were a Chinese mirror, a vase and 
various ceramic utensils. 
  
       The food and other items were an attempt to provide the deceased – 
obviously a lady of high estate – security. They, no doubt, also brought 
peace to those who put them into the tomb. They were doing all they knew 
to do. 
  
       People still seek security and peace of mind. They put money IRAs. 
They install security systems in their homes. They buy insurance policies. 
  
       All of these are good. Prudence and thrift are virtues. John Wesley laid 
down some good advice when he said: “Earn all you can, give all you can, 
save all you can”. 
  

But what about beyond the grave? Is there anything that can be done 
to provide security for the life to come? The Bible gives us our answer: 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 16:31). 

  
He Himself is the source and guarantor of this security. Millions down 

through the centuries, moreover, have found the peace and security Jesus 
offers to be a living reality in their lives. 

  
As they or someone they love faced life’s sunset, they found 

themselves saying with the Apostle Paul: “I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day” (2 Timothy 1:12). As they said these words, they 
found that peace that passes all understanding. 

  
Meals discovered in a 2000-year-old grave witness to a longing. Jesus 

is the reality of this longing. Security for time and eternity is found only in 
Him. 



O GOD, who hast prepared for those who love thee such good things 
as pass man's understanding; Pour into our hearts such love toward thee, 
that we, loving thee above all things, may obtain thy promises, which exceed 
all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. (Collect, 
Trinity 6) 

  
The Rev. Victor H. Morgan is rector of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 

Blue Ridge. 
 


