
 
 

This Sunday at St. Luke's Blue Ridge 

April 11, 2021 

One service 9:30 a.m., MANY WORSHIP OPTIONS:  

In-church, in-pavilion, drive-in and online 
 

The First Sunday  

after Easter 
 

 
 

You are my witnesses! 



The Holy Spirit equips Jesus’ people 
    John in his Gospel does not give the expanded story of the Holy Spirit falling 

on Jesus’ believing people on the Day of Pentecost. Luke in his Gospel and the 

Acts of the Apostles supplies this part of the story. John, does, however, include 

a precursor to Pentecost . . . perhaps even a truncated synopsis of it.  

     The overall point is that the work Jesus did during His 3 ½ years of public 

ministry is now to be done by His followers, but how can they do anything so 

extraordinary? The answer is that under their own steam they cannot. The same 

Spirit which filled Jesus and animated Him, is needed, and this is exactly what is 

provided.  

    You and I enter the story at this point. As baptised believers, we are inhabited 

by the Holy Spirit and sent out. Our mission is to witness to Jesus in a dark world. 

Let us go forth and be about our Master’s business in the coming week!  (VHM) 

 

Lent I – Low Sunday 
     This Sunday is often called Low Sunday. Some think this came about because 

of the contrast between it and the great festival of the Sunday before. But low 

may be a corruption of Laudes, the first word of the ancient Latin sequence for 

the day – “Laudes Salvatori voce modulemure supplici.” 

 

      A sequence (Latin: sequentia, plural: sequentiae) is a chant or hymn 

sometimes sung or recited during the Eucharist before the reading of the Gospel. 

 

 

THE COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY  

AFTER EASTER  
    ALMIGHTY Father, who hast given thine only Son to die for our sins, and to 

rise again for our justification; Grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and 

wickedness, that we may always serve thee in pureness of living and truth; 

through the merits of the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE – 1 St. John 5:4-12 (J.B. Phillips) 
The life of Christ in the believer 

5 Everyone who really believes that Jesus is the Christ proves himself one of 

God’s family. The man who loves the Father cannot help loving the Father’s own 

Son. 
4  For God’s “heredity” within us will always conquer the world outside us. In 

fact, this faith of ours is the only way in which the world has been conquered. For 

who could ever be said to conquer the world, in the true sense, except the man 

who really believes that Jesus is God’s Son? 



6-12 Jesus Christ himself is the one who came by water and by blood—not by the 

water only, but by the water and the blood. The Spirit bears witness to this, for 

the Spirit is the truth. The witness therefore is a triple one—the Spirit in our own 

hearts, the signs of the water of baptism and the blood of atonement—and they 

all say the same thing. If we are prepared to accept human testimony, God’s own 

testimony concerning his own Son is surely infinitely more valuable. The man 

who really believes in the Son of God will find God’s testimony in his own heart. 

The man who will not believe God is making him out to be a liar, because he is 

deliberately refusing to accept the testimony that God has given concerning his 

own Son. This is, that God has given men eternal life and this real life is to be 

found only in his Son. It follows naturally that any man who has genuine contact 

with Christ has this life; and if he has not, then he does not possess this life at all. 
 

   NOTE: The faith that overcomes the world is belief that God has given us eternal life in His 

Son.  (William Sydnor) 

 

 

THE GOSPEL (H.C.) – St. John 20:19-23 (J.B. Phillips)  
The living Christ will be in the Christian fellowship 

20 19 In the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples had met together 

with the doors locked for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood right in the 

middle of them and said, “Peace be with you!” 
20 Then he showed them his hands and his side, and when they saw the Lord the 

disciples were overjoyed. 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Yes, peace be with you! Just as the Father sent me, 

so I am now going to send you.” 
22-23 And then he breathed upon them and said, “Receive holy spirit. If you 

forgive any men’s sins, they are forgiven, and if you hold them unforgiven, they 

are unforgiven.” 

 
NOTE: When the risen Christ shows Himself to His disciples, He bestows on them the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is given only to those who believe in the risen Lord. (William 

Sydnor) 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – Isaiah 43:1-12 (RSV) 
A Restoration and Protection Promised 

431 But now thus says the LORD, 

he who created you, O Jacob, 

    he who formed you, O Israel: 

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters I will be with you; 

    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 



when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

    and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the LORD your God, 

    the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. 

I give Egypt as your ransom, 

    Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
4 Because you are precious in my eyes, 

    and honoured, and I love you, 

I give men in return for you, 

    peoples in exchange for your life. 
5 Fear not, for I am with you; 

    I will bring your offspring from the east, 

    and from the west I will gather you; 
6 I will say to the north, Give up, 

    and to the south, Do not withhold; 

bring my sons from afar 

    and my daughters from the end of the earth, 
7 every one who is called by my name, 

    whom I created for my glory, 

    whom I formed and made.” 
8 Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes, 

    who are deaf, yet have ears! 
9 Let all the nations gather together, 

    and let the peoples assemble. 

Who among them can declare this, 

    and show us the former things? 

Let them bring their witnesses to justify them, 

    and let them hear and say, It is true. 
10 “You are my witnesses,” says the LORD, 

    “and my servant whom I have chosen, 

that you may know and believe me 

    and understand that I am He. 

Before me no god was formed, 

    nor shall there be any after me. 
11 I, I am the LORD, 

    and besides me there is no saviour. 
12 I declared and saved and proclaimed, 

    when there was no strange god among you; 

    and you are my witnesses,” says the LORD. 

 
NOTE: Some of the deepest spiritual insights of the whole Old Testament are found in this 

section of Isaiah (chapters 40-66), An evidence of this is seen in that portion of one of these 

poems which is appropriately read in the Easter Season, God describes Himself as “your 



Saviour”; “I have redeemed you” (vv. 1 and 3). And to the people who have experienced the 

wonderful goodness of God, He says, “You are my witnesses” (v.10). Truly the insights of 

the spiritual seers of the Old Testament longed for, and anticipated in faith, God’s mighty 

revelation of Himself in the life and death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  (William Sydnor) 

 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 

9:30 a.m. 

This Sunday’s Focus 

You are my witnesses! 

Preacher: The Rector 
 

Sunday Worship Options 

1. In-church. Those who wish to worship in 

the church are asked to seat in designated 

areas to ensure social distancing.  

2. Drive-in. Those choosing this option are 

asked to remain in their automobile and 

listen to the service via their car radio (FM 

98.1). Holy Communion will be delivered 

to cars in plastic bags. 

3. In-pavilion. As the weather becomes 

warmer, a speaker has been set up in the 

church pavilion. Those choosing this 

option should space themselves out. Dogs 



are welcomed if kept quiet and under 

control. 

4. Online. Services will continue to be live-

streamed on Facebook and available for 

viewing following the service on You 

Tube. To access both put “Parish Church 

of St. Luke, Blue Ridge, Ga.” in the search 

bar. 

                                                             

AARP FREE TAX SERVICE 

    AARP tax assistance will be held at St. Luke’s beginning Friday, 

Feb. 5. Because of COVID regulation, appointments are required. 

Please call Stephanie Laven at 770-312-2258 for more information.  

 

 

 

 
LENTEN AND EASTER STUDY 

“The Bible Course” 



Feb. 24- Apr. 14 

   Big, complex, old … just some of the words people use to describe 

the Bible. Sound familiar? That’s where The Bible Course comes in.   

    The course will increase your confidence, equip you to read the 

Bible better and help you to see its relevance to daily life. The course 

provides a birds-eye view of the world’s bestselling book. Sessions are 

from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. beginning Wednesday, Feb. 24, and will 

be held in the Church Proper (with social distancing). A Zoom session 

will be held at 6 p.m. on Wednesdays. Additional information about 

the course is available at: 

 https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-bible-course/ 

  

 
 

NEED A PRAYER BOOK? 
The Book of Common Prayer is a treasury of 

religious devotion. While in no way replacing the 

Bible, it turns the Bible into prayer, teaching God’s 

people to think and pray biblically and Christianly. 

If you don’t have one of your own or would like to 

share this treasure with a friend, call the church 

office [(706) 632-8245] to secure a copy of a new 

paperback edition.  

    These books are being mailed free to anyone in 

St. Luke’s online congregation who requests one. 

Voluntary donations to assist with our online 

ministry are appreciated. 

 

OUR MISSION 

St. Luke’s mission is to grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of 

Jesus Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and to share our faith, our 

hands and hearts for the sake of the Gospel, our community and the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-bible-course/


Financial Pledge for the Year of our Lord 2021 

As stewards of God’s gifts and in gratitude for all blessings, I pledge the following amount to the 

work of Christ through St. Luke’s Church for 2021. 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount ____________________________________________________________________ 

________Weekly _______ Monthly_______Yearly 

(Please tick the appropriate blank) 

       Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him to store, as God has prospered him. 

 

 
NEW SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2021 IS AVAILABLE 

A sign-up sheet for Altar flowers is available in Thomason Hall for 2021. 
Please sign up for days you wish to commemorate.   

     Flowers are needed March 21 and 28. Please speak to Katherine 
Noblett or call the church office sign up.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

St. Luke's Church, "The Parish Church of the Mountains," 7 Ewing St., (POB 1821), 
Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513; (706) 632-8245; 
www.stlukesblueridge.org; stlukes@tds.net.  
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