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The Third Sunday after  

the Epiphany 
 

 
.  

Living in the light – Faith on Main Street 
  “A free church in a free state” is a noble sentiment and one that has much to 

commend itself. What was originally meant by this phrase is that the Church 

should not be subservient to the state but rather to her Lord alone. Meanwhile, the 



Church should not get unnecessarily entangled and bogged down with those duties 

assigned by God to the State.   

As noble as this concept is, it has dangers. The wall separating church and 

the state can grows so high that there is no longer any creative interplay between 

these two institutions. Faith becomes privatized.  If a person wants to believe in 

God and attend religious services, that is fine so long as his faith does not impinge 

on his public life. Secular society, including the state, is thus left to operate without 

a canon of objective truth or moral restraint.  

         For quite some time, we have been on this trajectory in this country and are 

now reaping the consequences, which include violence, discord, incivility and the 

breakdown of the home. The end of Western Christian civilization seems to be at 

hand. 

      Today’s Old Testament lesson, along with the whole of Scripture, teaches us 

that God is not just interested in ‘religious’ things, but in the totality of life, 

including the right ordering of society. Hence, those who serve in government are 

– whether they acknowledge it or not -- God’s ministers. They serve under Him 

and are answerable to Him. Pursing fairness, justice and the protection of the weak 

and venerable are part of their calling.  

       In like manner, Christian people of all stripes are to let the light of Christ shine 

through them, not only in their personal lives but in their public. Building a just 

society should be seen as part of every Christian’s calling. What can you do?  

(VHM) 

   

        

The Collect for the Third Sunday after  

the Epiphany 
      ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities, and in 

all our dangers and necessities stretch forth thy right hand to help and defend us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE – Romans 12:16-21 (J.B. Phillips)  
Living in the light – Christian behaviour 

1216Live in harmony with each other. Don’t become snobbish but take a real 

interest in ordinary people. Don’t become set in your own opinions. 

17 Don’t pay back a bad turn by a bad turn, to anyone. Don’t say “it doesn’t matter 

what people think”, but see that your public behaviour is above criticism. 
18 As far as your responsibility goes, live at peace with everyone. 



19 Never take vengeance into your own hands, my dear friends: stand back and let 

God punish if he will. For it is written: ‘Vengeance is mine. I will repay’. 
20-21 ... these are God’s words: ‘Therefore if your enemy hungers, feed him; if he 

thirsts, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head’. 

Don’t allow yourself to be overpowered with evil. Take the offensive—

overpower evil by good! 
 

NOTE: This passage deals chiefly with the way those who strive to conform their lives to the 

perfect will of God (Romans 12:2) cope with their enemies. The temptation to fail to bear 

faithful witness to the righteousness of God in our dealings with those who put the greatest 

strain on our sense of brotherhood is one of the dangers from which we pray to be defended.  

(William Sydnor) 
 

THE GOSPEL – St. John 2:1-11 (J.B. Phillips) 
The Son of God and a village wedding 

2 Two days later there was a wedding in the Galilean village of Cana. 
2-3 Jesus’ mother was there and he and his disciples were invited to the festivities. 

Then it happened that the supply of wine gave out, and Jesus’ mother told him, 

“They have no more wine.” 
4 “Is that your concern, or mine?” replied Jesus. “My time has not come yet.” 
5 So his mother said to the servants, “Mind you do whatever he tells you.” 
6-11 In the room six very large stone water-jars stood on the floor (actually for the 

Jewish ceremonial cleansing), each holding about twenty gallons. Jesus gave 

instructions for these jars to be filled with water, and the servants filled them to 

the brim. Then he said to them, “Now draw some water out and take it to the 

master of ceremonies”, which they did. When this man tasted the water, which 

had now become wine, without knowing where it came from (though naturally 

the servants who had drawn the water knew), he called out to the bridegroom and 

said to him, “Everybody I know puts his good wine on first and then when men 

have had plenty to drink, he brings out the poor stuff. But you have kept back 

your good wine till now!” Jesus gave this, the first of his signs, at Cana in 

Galilee. He demonstrated his power and his disciples believed in him. 

 
NOTE: The marriage feast in Cana has been associated with the Epiphany from very early 

times. Here is an occasion when Jesus manifested (Greek: epiphany) His glory. (William 

Sydnor) 

 

 



LECTIONARY READINGS  

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – Deuteronomy 16:18-20 and 17:8-11 (ESV) 

The righteous Lord loves righteousness 

1618-20“You shall appoint judges and officers in all your towns that the Lord your 

God is giving you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with 

righteous judgement. 19 You shall not pervert justice. You shall not show 

partiality, and you shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise 

and subverts the cause of the righteous. 20 Justice, and only justice, you shall 

follow, that you may live and inherit the land that the Lord your God is giving 

you. 

Legal Decisions by Priests and Judges 

178 “If any case arises requiring decision between one kind of homicide and 

another, one kind of legal right and another, or one kind of assault and another, 

any case within your towns that is too difficult for you, then you shall arise and 

go up to the place that the Lord your God will choose. 9 And you shall come to 

the Levitical priests and to the judge who is in office in those days, and you shall 

consult them, and they shall declare to you the decision. 10 Then you shall do 

according to what they declare to you from that place that the Lord will choose. 

And you shall be careful to do according to all that they direct you. 11 According 

to the instructions that they give you, and according to the decision which they 

pronounce to you, you shall do. You shall not turn aside from the verdict that they 

declare to you, either to the right hand or to the left.  

 
NOTE: This passage contains part of Moses’ directions to the judges of the people of Israel: 

Judge the people with righteous judgment with no respect to persons. Only this pattern of 

action will be pleasing to God.  (William Sydnor)  

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON – St. James 2:1-13 (J.B. Phillips)  

Avoid snobbery: keep the royal law 

2 1-7 Don’t ever attempt, my brothers, to combine snobbery with faith in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ! Suppose one man comes into your meeting well-

dressed and with a gold ring on his finger, and another man, obviously poor, 

arrives in shabby clothes. If you pay special attention to the well-dressed man by 

saying, “Please sit here—it’s an excellent seat”, and say to the poor man, “You 

stand over there, please, or if you must sit, sit on the floor”, doesn’t that prove 

that you are making class-distinctions in your mind, and setting yourselves up to 

assess a man’s quality?—a very bad thing. For do notice, my brothers, that God 

chose poor men, whose only wealth was their faith, and made them heirs to the 



kingdom promised to those who love him. And if you behave as I have suggested, 

it is the poor man that you are insulting. Look around you. Isn’t it the rich who 

are always trying to “boss” you, isn’t it the rich who drag you into litigation? Isn’t 

it usually the rich who blaspheme the glorious name by which you are known? 
8-11 If you obey the royal law, expressed by the scripture, ‘You shall love your 

neighbour as yourself’, all is well. But once you allow any invidious distinctions 

to creep in, you are sinning, you have broken God’s Law. Remember that a man 

who keeps the whole Law but for a single exception is none the less a law-

breaker. The one who said, ‘Do not commit adultery’, also said, ‘Do not murder’. 

If you were to keep clear of adultery but were to murder a man you would have 

become a breaker of God’s whole Law. 
12-13 Anyway, you should speak and act as men who will be judged by the law of 

freedom. The man who makes no allowances for others will find none made for 

him. It is still true that “mercy smiles in the face of judgment.” 
 

NOTE: This passage reads like part of an early Christian sermon. The Lord Jesus Christ expects 

at least the same high standard of righteous dealing which Moses and the psalmist demanded.  

(William Sydnor) 

 

Services on Epiphany 3 
•8:15 a.m. – Holy Communion (said service)  
A quiet meditative service 

  Celebrant: The Rector 

 Preacher: The Rev. Ronald O. Wikander 

Lector:  Sam Sartain 

Server: Finn Thoreson 

•10 a.m. Morning Prayer and Sermon (choral) 

Classic Anglican morning service with hymns and exposition of Scripture.  

Preacher: The Rector 

Officiant: The Rector 

Lay Reader: Roger Johnson 

Acolyte / Server: Ruth Johnson 

Ushers: Neil and Priscilla McDonald 

    Holy Communion from the Sacrament reserved from the 8:15 a.m. service is 

available in the Jennus Chapel immediately following the 10 a.m. service. The 

service last about 7 minutes 

 



 

 
 

PARISH CALENDAR:  January 19-25    
Monday: 

 7:30 a.m. Matins read     Jennus Chapel 

 1:15 p.m. Knitting Group    Yellow Room 

Tuesday: 

  7:30 a.m.  Matins read      Jennus Chapel  

Wednesday:  

       7:30 a.m. Matins read      Jennus Chapel  

    10 a.m. Women’s study      Yellow Room     

Thursday: 

 7:30 a.m. Matins read          Jennus Chapel 

 6:30 p.m. Healing service     Choir 

Friday: 

 7:30 a.m. Matins read      Jennus Chapel 

 

 

 

 

 HEALING SERVICES  

Opportunity for laying on hands for healing is available on the 

second and fourth Thursday of each month, respectively at noon 

and 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

“TEACHING TUESDAYS” 

Curriculum for first half of 2020    

1.  1/28 >>> Strategies for Disruptive Incidents at Luke’s  >> Neil McDonald 

2.  2/4   >>> Pilgrimages & St. Ignatius >> Deac. Tom Heard 

3.  2/11 >>> Digging Deeper into the Sermon On the Mount >> Rev. Wikander 

4.  2/18 >>> Christianity During the War Between the States >> Pat Bailey 

5.  2/25 >>> The Glastonbury Story >> Pat Dearing 

6.  3/4   >>> Signs in the Gospel of St. John #1 >> Clergy   LENTEN 

LESSONS 

7.  3/11 >>>  Signs in the Gospel of St. John #2 >> Clergy   Lunch served 

in  

8.  3/18 >>>  Signs in the Gospel of St. John #3 >> Clergy    Thomason Hall 



9.  3/25 >>>  Signs in the Gospel of St. John #4 >> Clergy 

10.   4/1 >>>   Signs in the Gospel of St. John #5 >> Clergy 

a. >>    4/7 Holy week ~ no classes 

b.  >>    4/14 Holy week ~ no classes 

11.   4/21 >>> The Orders of Baptism and Confirmation >> Rev. Morgan 

12.   4/26 >>> Instructed Eucharist (Sunday ~ both services) 

13.    4/28 >>> The Order of Holy Communion >> Rev. Morgan 

14.    5/5 >>>   Office of Marriage >>> Teresa Wankel 

15.    5/12 >>> “Tactics” how to direct a Theological conversation >> Roger 

Johnson 

16.    5/19 >>> Christian Version of “Final Jeopardy” game >> June Genitle 

17.   NOTE: NO CLASSES DURING HOLY WEEKS OF 4/7 AND 4/14  

AARP FREE TAX SERVICE 
      AARP free tax service begins Friday, Feb. 7, and will continue through Friday, 

Apr. 10. Time of operation is from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please assemble in the Yellow 

Room. Call or text (706) 455-9175 for an appointment. Walk-ins are welcomed, first 

come, first service. 

‘Ambassadors’ needed to assist visitors 
     St. Luke’s is privileged to have visitors at almost every service. The Welcome 

and Outreach Committee is seeking friendly people to be on duty – in addition to 

ushers – at the 10 a.m. service to ensure these folk are given a coffee mug and are 

given the right service (Morning Prayer or Holy Communion) booklets. If you 

would like to be an ‘ambassador’, please speak to the Rev. Ronald Wikander, 

Kathryn Noblett or the Rector.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

Financial Pledge for the Year of our Lord 2020  
As stewards of God’s gifts and in gratitude for all blessings, I pledge the following amount to the work of 

Christ through St. Luke’s Church for 2020 . 

Name ____________________________________________________________________  

Address ___________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

Amount ____________________________________________________________________  

________Weekly _______ Monthly_______Yearly  

(Please tick the appropriate blank)  

       Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him to store, as God has prospered him.   

1 Corinthians 16:2 

 

OUR MISSION  
St. Luke’s mission is to grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Jesus 

Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and to share our faith, our hands 
and hearts for the sake of the Gospel, our community and the world. 

 
 

REMEMBER THE NEEDY   

EVERY TIME YOU COME TO CHURCH  



  
  

Please bring one or more item for the needy -- paper, 

soap products, tinned and dried food, etc. Leave in  

Narthex. Items will be distributed through North Georgia  

Community Action Agency  

  

  

  
 

SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2020 IS AVAILABLE  

A sign-up sheet for Altar flowers is available in Thomason Hall for 2019. 
Please sign up for days you wish to commemorate.    

__________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

St. Luke's Church, "The Parish Church of the Mountains," 7 Ewing St., (POB 
1821), Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513; Telephone (706) 632-8245; 
www.stlukesblueridge.org; stlukes@tds.net; brstlukes@gmail.com.  

http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/
http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/
mailto:stlukes@tds.net

