
This Sunday at St. Luke's Blue Ridge 

February 28, 2021 

One service 9:30 a.m., MANY WORSHIP OPTIONS:  

In-church, in-pavilion, drive-in and online 
 

The Second Sunday  

in Lent 
 

 
 

The Faith that Overcomes 
     “Without faith it is impossible to please God,” writes the author of Hebrews 

(11:6). Faith, according to other places in scripture, not only pleases God but is 

the key that opens the door to God’s blessings. This certainly was the case with 

the woman told about in today’s Gospel – the Canaanite woman with a sick 

daughter. The irony is the she was not a part of God’s covenant family of Israel, 

yet she had faith – strong, persistent faith – when many who were ‘insiders’ did 

not. In this way, her appearance in the Gospels anticipates the great outward 



movement of the Christian faith following Jesus’ death and resurrection . . . the 

Gentiles coming into God’s family.  The Apostle John in the prologue to his 

Gospel put it this way: “He [Jesus] came unto his own, and his own received 

him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 

sons of God, even to them that believe on his name” (1:11,12).  

     There has been much speculation as to Jesus’ seeming reluctance to granting 

this woman her request. Probably the best explanation is that Jesus used this 

exchange to test, confirm and strengthen her faith, perhaps also as a teaching 

lesson to the disciples. Regardless, there is much we can learn from her 

example, not the least being that faith must be rightly focused. In the case of 

this women, her little daughter was made whole not because she exercised 

positive thinking but because she directed Her faith onto the One in whom “all 

the fullness of the Godhead” dwells (Colossians 2:9). Let us learn from her by 

turning our eyes onto Jesus and keeping them there. What are your needs at this 

hour? Make them known. Keep making them known. Have faith in God, not 

just any ‘god’ but the God revealed in Jesus. (VHM) 

                                                                                 

THE COLLECT FOR  LENT 2 
   AMIGHTY God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help 

ourselves; Keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that 

we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from 

all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT FOR  THE SEASON 
      ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and 

dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent; Create and make in us new and 

contrite hearts, that we,worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness. may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE – 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 (J.B. Phillips) 
Purity, love and hard work are good rules for life 

4 1-2 To sum up, my brothers, we beg and pray you by the Lord Jesus, that you 

continue to learn more and more of the life that pleases God, the sort of life we 

told you about before. You will remember the instructions we gave you then in 

the name of the Lord Jesus. 
3-8 God’s plan is to make you holy, and that entails first of all a clean cut with 

sexual immorality. Every one of you should learn to control his body, keeping it 

pure and treating it with respect, and never regarding it as an instrument for self-

gratification, as do pagans with no knowledge of God. You cannot break this rule 

without in some way cheating your fellow-men. And you must remember that 



God will punish all who do offend in this matter, and we have warned you how 

we have seen this work out in our experience of life. The calling of God is not to 

impurity but to the most thorough purity, and anyone who makes light of the 

matter is not making light of man’s ruling but of God’s command. It is not for 

nothing that the Spirit God gives us is called the Holy Spirit. 
 

   NOTE:  This is the earliest Epistle from the apostle’s pen. In the second half of this letter 

(chapters 4 and 5) St. Paul gives ethical instructions and exhortation. His specific advice is an 

explanation of how Christian brethren “ought to walk [live] and to please God.” (William 

Sydnor) 

 

THE GOSPEL (H.C.) – St. Matthew 15:21-28 (J.B. Phillips)  
Faith is the victory! 

21-22 Jesus left that place and retired into the Tyre and Sidon district. There a 

Canaanite woman from those parts came to him crying at the top of her voice, 

“Lord, have pity on me! My daughter is in a terrible state—a devil has got into 

her!” 
23 Jesus made no answer, and the disciples came up to him and said, “Do send her 

away—she’s still following us and calling out.” 
24 “I was only sent,” replied Jesus, “to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
25 Then the woman came and knelt at his feet. “Lord, help me,” she said. 
26 “It is not right, you know,” Jesus replied, “to take the children’s food and throw 

it to the dogs.” 
27 “Yes, Lord, I know, but even the dogs live on the scraps that fall from their 

master’s table!” 
28 “You certainly don’t lack faith,” returned Jesus, “it shall be as you wish.” And 

at that moment her daughter was cured. 
 

NOTE: At one point in Jesus’ ministry, He left Galilee and took His disciples forty-five miles 

west through the mountains to the Mediterranean seacoast. Yet, as St. Mark states, He “could 

not be hid” (7:24), and the mother of a sick child found Him. The incident says to us that even 

this stranger recognized that one’s health – indeed, one’s very life – is somehow bound up 

with faith in the Lord. (William Sydnor) 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – 1 Kings 8:37-43 (RSV) 
A portion of Solomon’s prayer at the dedication 

 of the Temple in Jerusalem 
37 “If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence or blight or mildew or locust 

or caterpillar; if their enemy besieges them in any of their cities; whatever plague, 

whatever sickness there is; 38 whatever prayer, whatever supplication is made by 

any man or by all thy people Israel, each knowing the affliction of his own heart 

and stretching out his hands toward this house; 39 then hear thou in heaven thy 

dwelling place, and forgive, and act, and render to each whose heart thou 

knowest, according to all his ways (for thou, thou only, knowest the hearts of all 



the children of men); 40 that they may fear thee all the days that they live in the 

land which thou gavest to our fathers. 
41 “Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of thy people Israel, comes from a far 

country for thy name’s sake 42 (for they shall hear of thy great name, and thy 

mighty hand, and of thy outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this 

house, 43 hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and do according to all for which 

the foreigner calls to thee; in order that all the peoples of the earth may know thy 

name and fear thee, as do thy people Israel, and that they may know that this 

house which I have built is called by thy name. 

 
NOTE: This is a part of Solomon’s prayer (vv. 22-53) on the occasion of the dedication of 

the newly built Temple in Jerusalem. He prays that even the foreigner who turns to God in 

prayer may be heard.   (William Sydnor)  

 

The Second Sunday in Lent 

9:30 a.m. 

This Sunday’s Focus 

The Faith that Overcomes 
  

The Rector will be this  

week’s preacher. 

 

Sunday Worship Options 

1. In-church. Those who wish to worship in 

the church are asked to seat in designated 

areas to ensure social distancing.  

2. Drive-in. Those choosing this option are 

asked to remain in their automobile and 

listen to the service via their car radio (FM 



98.1). Holy Communion will be delivered 

to cars in plastic bags. 

3. In-pavilion. As the weather becomes 

warmer, a speaker has been set up in the 

church pavilion. Those choosing this 

option should space themselves out. Dogs 

are welcomed if kept quiet and under 

control. 

4. Online. Services will continue to be live-

streamed on Facebook and available for 

viewing following the service on You 

Tube. To access both put “Parish Church 

of St. Luke, Blue Ridge, Ga.” in the search 

bar. 

                                                            * * * * * * * * * *  

AARP FREE TAX SERVICE 

    AARP tax assistance will be held at St. Luke’s beginning Friday, 

Feb. 5. Because of COVID regulation, appointments are required. 

Please call Stephanie Laven at 770-312-2258 for more information.  

 

St. Luke’s Men’s Group to meet Tuesday 
   The St. Luke’s Men’s Group will meet at 11 a.m. Tuesday, March 2, 

in Thomason Hall.   “Gordon Bailey will prepare a wonderful lunch for 

us after the meeting,” said Neil McDonald, men’s group leader. Social 

distancing will be observed.    

 

 



LENTEN AND EASTER STUDY 

“The Bible Course” 
Feb. 24- Apr. 14 

   Big, complex, old … just some of the words people use to describe 

the Bible. Sound familiar? That’s where The Bible Course comes in.   

    The course will increase your confidence, equip you to read the 

Bible better and help you to see its relevance to daily life. The course 

provides a birds-eye view of the world’s bestselling book. Sessions are 

from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. beginning Wednesday, Feb. 24, and will 

be held in the Church Proper (with social distancing). A Zoom session 

will be held at 6 p.m. on Wednesdays. Additional information about 

the course is available at: 

 https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-bible-course/ 

      

 

Getting the most out of our hymns  
     Anglicans are people of the Book, that book being the Bible. It is 

our primary text and final authority in matters of faith and practice, 

but it might also be said Anglicans are people of three books: the 

Bible, the Prayer Book and the Hymnal. Again, the Bible is primary, 

but these other two serve us well and should be cherished. The Prayer 

Book turns the Bible into prayer; the Hymnal into praise.  

 

       I want to focus here on the last of these three books. Our Hymnal 

is a devotional treasury. In it we find the highest aspirations of God’s 

people in all ages. Their words give wings to our worship, but are we 

using it to its fullest advantage? How might we get more out of this 

third book? 

 

One way is by reading over the hymns that are to be sung in a 

service beforehand – especially unfamiliar ones. As you do, look for 

places where the hymnwriter’s words intersect with your own 

experiences and aspirations. 

  

       Our opening hymn this coming Sunday is a good place to begin. 

Uniquely appropriate for Lent, it is entitled “Weary of earth, and 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-bible-course/


laden with my sin.” At first hearing, the opening line may sound a bit 

grim, but keep reading and you find that the author, a 19th century 

English clergyman by the name of Samuel J Stone, is in fact leading 

you up the steps to heaven. He says: “Evil is ever with me day by 

day” – certainly no good news here! But he continues: “Yet on mine 

ears the gracious tidings fall: Repent, confess, thou shalt be loosed 

from all.”  

 

The sky continues to brighten in the stanza that follows. Grim 

words are replaced with gracious ones.  

 

It is the voice of Jesus that I hear; 

His are the hands stretched out to draw me near, 

And His the blood that can for all atone, 

And set me faultless there before the throne. 

 

 Hymns invite a response. This one in no exception. Reminded of 

our need and God’s grace, we reach out and take Jesus’ hand and let 

Him lead us into God’s presence. The wall we have erected by our 

own waywardness is struck down. The door to heaven is open. We 

can go in. Joy fills my soul. We are at peace. Sholom is restored.   

 

 If you wish to preview “Weary of earth, and laden with my sin” 

(Hymn 58 in The Hymnal 1940), go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV9-E-DhmSk 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EVERY WEDNESDAY 

 

Informative • Lively • Relevant 
• Interactive              

 

Eight Weekly Sessions Exploring the  
World’s Bestseller 

 

 
 

Wednesdays, Feb. 24 - Apr. 14 
11:30 – 12:30 a.m. 

 

St. Luke’s Church 
The Parish Church of the Mountains 

Blue Ridge, Georgia 
(706) 632-8245 

www.stlukesblueridge.org 
stlukes@tds.net 

http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/


NEED A PRAYER BOOK? 
The Book of Common Prayer is a treasury of 

religious devotion. While in no way replacing the 

Bible, it turns the Bible into prayer, teaching God’s 

people to think and pray biblically and Christianly. 

If you don’t have one of your own or would like to 

share this treasure with a friend, call the church 

office [(706) 632-8245] to secure a copy of a new 

paperback edition.  

    These books are being mailed free to anyone in 

St. Luke’s online congregation who requests one. 

Voluntary donations to assist with our online 

ministry are appreciated.  

 

 

OUR MISSION 

St. Luke’s mission is to grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of 

Jesus Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and to share our faith, our 

hands and hearts for the sake of the Gospel, our community and the world.  
 

 

Financial Pledge for the Year of our Lord 2021 

As stewards of God’s gifts and in gratitude for all blessings, I pledge the following amount to the 

work of Christ through St. Luke’s Church for 2021. 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount ____________________________________________________________________ 

________Weekly _______ Monthly_______Yearly 

(Please tick the appropriate blank) 

       Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him to store, as God has prospered him. 



 

 
NEW SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2021 IS AVAILABLE 

A sign-up sheet for Altar flowers is available in Thomason Hall for 2021. 
Please sign up for days you wish to commemorate.  Flowers are needed 

for Jan. 31 (Septuagesima). 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

St. Luke's Church, "The Parish Church of the Mountains," 7 Ewing St., (POB 1821), 
Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513; (706) 632-8245; 
www.stlukesblueridge.org; stlukes@tds.net.  
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