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 Many through the years have been fascinated by the subject of Jesus’ 

Second Coming. Some have been so bold as to set dates. So far, all these dates 

have been wrong. The tired old world continues to turn.  

 

  Others have used Jesus’ Second Coming as an ‘evangelistic’ tool. One such 

men was a 19th century Methodist preacher by the name of Lorenzo Dow.  As the 

story goes, prior to an open-air meeting near Natchez, Miss., Dow secretly placed a 

little black boy in a pine tree and gave him a tin horn.  

 

Dow’s subject that evening was Judgment Day. The climax came when he 

pointed his finger to heaven and asked: “Just suppose you find this your final day . 

. . suppose at this moment from the sky there came the blowing of Gabriel’s horn.” 

Responding to the prearranged signal, the little boy gave the horn a might blast. 

The rugged congregation scatter in all directions, wailing and trampling others in 

the process.  

 

 Later, some of men returned. After figuring out Dow’s deception, they 

whipped both Dow and the boy. Unfazed, the preacher shouted back: “That shows 

you! If a little boy blowing a tin horn can do this to you, how will you feel when 

Judgment Day actually comes?”  

 

We smile at Dow’s tactics, but he was speaking the truth.  The Second 

Coming is a central Christian teaching, one proclaimed in the Scriptures, believed 

on by those in the early Church, affirmed in the ancient Creeds and proclaimed at 

every celebration of the Holy Communion. Concerning the latter, “we eat this 

bread and drink this cup . . . until He comes.” So, it is no take-or-leave-it doctrine.  

 

Moreover, our Lord’s Second Coming is good news. It tells us injustice, 

disease and death are not going to have the final word. Wrongs will be righted. 

Death will be abolished. New heavens and a new earth are coming. That petition in 

the Lord’s Prayer – Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven – will be answered in the full.  

 

With that said, however, this doctrine is not to be used as an excuse to throw 

up our hands and do nothing. Martin Luther, the great German reformer of the 16th 

century, was supposed to have said when asked what he would do if he knew for 

certain Jesus was coming tomorrow, “I would plant an apple tree today.” He meant 



he would be busy about the task God had given him in the here-and-now.  Surely 

this should be our response. 

 

Advent, one of the major seasons of the Church Year, begins Dec. 1. During 

the four weeks that make up this season, we will be encouraged, not only to revisit 

the events leading up to our Lord’s first coming, but also to anticipate and proclaim 

His Second. Let’s do so with gusto!  

 

ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of 

darkness, and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in 

which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal, through him who liveth and reigneth with thee 

and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen. (Collect for Advent 1).   

 

The Rev. Victor H. Morgan is rector of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Blue 

Ridge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  


