
 
 

This Sunday at St. Luke's Blue Ridge 

June 13, 2021 

 

8:15 a.m. – Holy Communion (said – no music) 

-- 

10 a.m. – Morning Prayer and Sermon together with 

shortened Holy Communion (organ and hymns) 

In-church, in-pavilion, drive-in and online 
 

The Second Sunday after Trinity 
 

 

 
 

LISTENING AND OBEYING 

The aged priest Eli instructs the boy Samuel to respond to God’s call in this 

manner: “Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth.” 



Our journey in Trinity-tide 

     Trinity-tide is a time for applying the truths found in Scripture to our individual 

lives. The colour for this season is green, symbolizing growth. Spiritual growth 

should be our goal in this 20-plus-Sunday season of the Church Year. Focusing on 

the scripture readings in the Lectionary is a good place to begin. Our Old Testament 

lessons takes us from the time of the Judges, through the period of the Kings and up 

to the Exile. During this period, we see God at work in spite of frequent 

unfaithfulness on the part of His covenant people. In short, the stage is set for the 

coming of the promised Messiah.     

     We begin this week with the story of the boy Samuel who would go on to be the 

last of the Judges. In fulfilment of a vow she had made to the Lord, his mother had 

left him with the aged priest Eli at the House of the Lord. One evening after going 

to bed Samuel hears someone calling his name. Thinking it was Eli, he goes to him 

only to be told to go back to bed as he had not called him. After this had happened 

several times, Eli realizes it must be God who was speaking to the young child. So, 

he instructs him to listen and accept the message God wanted to give him.  

    God still speaks. Are we listening? 

      

THE COLLECT FOR TRINITY 2 
      O LORD, who never failest to help and govern those whom thou dost bring up 

in thy stedfast fear and love; Keep us, we beseech thee, under the protection of thy 

good providence, and make us to have a perpetual fear and love of thy holy Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE – 1 St. John 3:13-24 (J.B. Phillips) 
Living in love means confidence in God 

13Don’t be surprised, therefore, if the world hates you. 
14-15 We know that we have crossed the frontier from death to life because we do love 

our brothers. The man without love for his brothers is living in death already. The 

man who actively hates his brother is a potential murderer, and you will readily see 

that the eternal life of God cannot live in the heart of a murderer. 
16-18 We know and, to some extent realise, the love of God for us because Christ 

expressed it in laying down his life for us. We must in turn express our love by laying 

down our lives for those who are our brothers. But as for the well-to-do man who 

sees his brothers in want but shuts his eyes—and his heart—how could anyone 

believe that the love of God lives in him? My children, let us not love merely in 

theory or in words—let us love in sincerity and in practice! 



19-20 If we live like this, we shall know that we are children of the truth and can 

reassure ourselves in the sight of God, even if our own hearts make us feel guilty. 

For God is infinitely greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 
21-23 And if, dear friends of mine, when we realise this our hearts no longer accuse 

us, we may have the utmost confidence in God’s presence. We receive whatever we 

ask for, because we are obeying his orders and following his plans. His orders are 

that we should put our trust in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one 

another—as we used to hear him say in person. 
24 The man who does obey God’s commands lives in God and God lives in him, and 

the guarantee of his presence within us is the Spirit he has given us. 

 
   NOTE: God’s commandments are summed up in the command to love. (See also John 13:34 and 

Romans 13:10.) Those who keep His commandments “do those things that are pleasing in His 

sight” (v. 22). (William Sydnor) 

 

THE GOSPEL (H.C.) – St. Luke 14:16-24 (J.B. Phillips)  
Men who are “too busy” for the kingdom of God 

16-24 But Jesus said to him, “Once upon a time, a man planned a big dinner party 

and invited a great many people. At dinner-time, he sent his servant out to tell those 

who were invited, ‘Please come, everything is ready now.’ But they all, as one man, 

began to make their excuses. The first one said to him, ‘I have bought some land. I 

must go and look at it. Please excuse me.’ Another one said, ‘I have bought five 

yoke of oxen and am on my way to try them out. Please convey my apologies.’ 

Another one said, ‘I have just got married and I am sure you will understand I 

cannot come.’ So the servant returned and reported all this to his master. The master 

of the house was extremely annoyed and said to his servant, ‘Hurry out now into 

the streets and alleys of the town, and bring here the poor and crippled and blind 

and lame.’ Then the servant said, ‘I have done what you told me, sir, and there are 

still empty places.’ Then the master replied, ‘Now go out to the roads and 

hedgerows and make them come inside, so that my house may be full. For I tell 

you that not one of the men I invited shall have a taste of my dinner.’” 

 
NOTE: The parable is probably addressed to those religious leaders who are failing their 

obligations to God and His people. Their excuses will keep them from the heavenly banquet and 

will earn God’s displeasure. (William Sydnor)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – 1 Samuel 3:1-18 (RSV)  

Samuel’s Calling and Prophetic Activity 

3 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. And the word of 

the Lord was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. 
2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim, so that he could not see, 

was lying down in his own place; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down within the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God 

was. 4 Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran 

to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie 

down again.” So he went and lay down. 6 And the Lord called again, “Samuel!” 

and Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he 

said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know 

the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8 And 

the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, 

“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the 

boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 

say, ‘Speak, Lord, for thy servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his 

place. 
10 And the Lord came and stood forth, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

And Samuel said, “Speak, for thy servant hears.” 11 Then the Lord said to Samuel, 

“Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel, at which the two ears of every one that 

hears it will tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfil against Eli all that I have spoken 

concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 And I tell him that I am about to 

punish his house for ever, for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons were 

blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house 

of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering 

for ever.” 
15 Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. 

And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said, 

“Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” 17 And Eli said, “What was it that he 

told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide 

anything from me of all that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and hid 

nothing from him. And he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.” 
 

NOTE: The call of Samuel is the story of a prophet who learned as a little boy that God is to be 

reverently listened to and feared (approached with reverence and obedience).   (William Sydnor) 

 



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON – Acts 7: 44-8:4 (J.B. Phillips)  

Stephen makes his defence from Israel’s history 
44-50 “There in the desert our forefather possessed the Tabernacle of witness made 

according to the pattern which Moses saw when God instructed him to build it. 

This Tabernacle was handed down to our forefathers, and they brought it here when 

the Gentiles were defeated under Joshua, for God drove them out as our ancestors 

advanced. Here it stayed until the time of David. David won the approval of God 

and prayed that he might find a habitation for the God of Jacob, even though it was 

not he but Solomon who actually built a house for him. Yet of course the most high 

does not live in man-made houses. As the prophet says, ‘Heaven is my throne. and 

earth is my footstool. What house will you build for me? says the Lord, or what is 

the place of my rest? Has my hand not made all these things?’ 

Yet Israel is blind and disobedient 
51-53 “You obstinate people, heathen in your thinking, heathen in the way you are 

listening to me now! It is always the same—you never fail to resist the Holy Spirit! 

Just as your fathers did so are you doing now. Can you name a single prophet whom 

your fathers did not persecute? They killed the men who long ago foretold the 

coming of the just one, and now in our own day you have become betrayers and 

his murderers. You are the men who have received the Law of God miraculously, 

by the hand of angels, and you are the men who have disobeyed it!” 

The truth arouses murderous fury 
54-55 These words stung them to fury and they ground their teeth at him in rage. 

Stephen, filled through all his being with the Holy Spirit, looked steadily up into 

Heaven. He saw the glory of God, and Jesus himself standing at his right hand. 
56 “Look!” he exclaimed, “the heavens are opened and I can see the Son of Man 

standing at God’s right hand!” 
57-58 At this they put their fingers in their ears. Yelling with fury, as one man they 

made a rush at him and hustled him out of the city and stoned him. The witnesses 

of the execution flung their clothes at the feet of a young man by the name of Saul. 
59 So they stoned Stephen while he called upon God, and said, “Jesus, Lord, receive 

my spirit!” 
60 Then, on his knees, he cried in ringing tones, “Lord, forgive them for this sin.” 

And with these words he fell into the sleep of death, 

8 1a while Saul gave silent assent to his execution. 
1b-8 On that very day a great storm of persecution burst upon the Church in 

Jerusalem. All Church members except the apostles were scattered over the 

countryside of Judea and Samaria. While reverent men buried Stephen and 

mourned deeply over him, Saul harassed the Church bitterly. He would go from 

house to house, drag out both men and women and have them committed to prison. 



Those who were dispersed by this action went throughout the country, preaching 

the good news of the message as they went.  
 

NOTE: This is the closing part of Stephen’s statement when on trial for his life, and the account 

of his martyrdom. This fearless Christian confronted the religious leaders with their failures to 

respect and obey God. As we read the account of his death we feel that St. Stephen was one in 

whom the Lord delighted.  (William Sydnor) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Second Sunday after Trinty 

This Sunday’s Focus 

Waiting, Listening and Obeying  

Preacher: The Rector 
 

Sunday Worship Options  

1. In-church. Those who wish to worship in the 

church are asked to seat in designated areas 

to ensure social distancing.  

2. Drive-in. Those choosing this option are 

asked to remain in their automobile and 

listen to the service via their car radio (FM 

98.1). Holy Communion will be delivered to 

cars in plastic bags. 



3. In-pavilion. As the weather becomes 

warmer, a speaker has been set up in the 

church pavilion. Those choosing this option 

should space themselves out. Dogs are 

welcomed if kept quiet and under control. 

4. Online. Services will continue to be live-

streamed on Facebook and available for 

viewing following the service on You Tube. 

To access both put “Parish Church of St. 

Luke, Blue Ridge, Ga.” in the search bar. 

* * * * * * * * 

FIRST AID CPR CLASS 
    Parish nurse and vestry member Rosanne Johnston is spearheading a 

first aid CPR class. The class will be held Wednesday, June 16, and is 

open to 10 persons. Cost is $25 per person. Please email her at 

rosannejohnston@aol.com if you wish to participate.  

 

 

mailto:rosannejohnston@aol.com


NEED A PRAYER BOOK? 
The Book of Common Prayer is a treasury of religious 

devotion. While in no way replacing the Bible, it turns 

the Bible into prayer, teaching God’s people to think 

and pray biblically and Christianly. If you don’t have 

one of your own or would like to share this treasure 

with a friend, call the church office [(706) 632-8245] 

to secure a copy of a new paperback edition.  

    These books are being mailed free to anyone in St. 

Luke’s online congregation who requests one. 

Voluntary donations to assist with our online ministry 

are appreciated. 

 

OUR MISSION 

St. Luke’s mission is to grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Jesus 

Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and to share our faith, our hands 

and hearts for the sake of the Gospel, our community and the world.  

 
 

Financial Pledge for the Year of our Lord 2021 

As stewards of God’s gifts and in gratitude for all blessings, I pledge the following amount to the work of 

Christ through St. Luke’s Church for 2021. 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount ____________________________________________________________________ 

________Weekly _______ Monthly_______Yearly 

(Please tick the appropriate blank) 

       Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him to store, as God has prospered him. 



 

 
SIGN-UP FOR FLOWERS 

A sign-up sheet for Altar flowers is available in Thomason Hall for 2021. 
Please sign up for days you wish to commemorate.   

     Flowers are needed throughout the end of the year.  Please email or call 
Kathryn Noblett at the church office to sign up.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

St. Luke's Church, "The Parish Church of the Mountains," 7 Ewing St., (POB 1821), 
Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513; (706) 632-8245; 
www.stlukesblueridge.org; stlukes@tds.net.  
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