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Lent 2 (2021) 

 

 Let me begin by telling you a story. It was told me by a young man who 

once lived in this town but who has now gone to be with the Lord. 

 

 He was driving along an Interstate highway. A sign up ahead read: “Rest 

Stop, ½ mile”.  

 

He did not need to stop, so he planned to keep going. As he approached the 

turnoff, however, he felt the tug of the Spirit to take it. So, he did. Ahead, also 

turning in, was a large RV.  

 

After parking his car and as he made his way toward the building, he noticed 

an older couple getting out of this RV. Each toddled off in opposite directions to 

the toilets. He fell in behind the man. 

 

 As he was preparing to leave, he heard a loud plop. The man had collapsed 

on the floor.  

 He immediately rushed to his side and began giving aid, as someone else 

went to summons the emergency services.  

 

 After the paramedics arrived and the man was load into an ambulance, he 

drove the man’s wife (which by this time he had found) in the couple’s RV to the 

hospital. When the doctor came out and said the man was dead, he was at her side 

with his arm around her. 

 

 Was this a God-thing or not? 

 

 In last week’s Gospel, we found Jesus being led up by the Spirit into the 

wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  

 

 In today’s Gospel, I want to suggest, we find something similar happening. 

Now, later on in His ministry, Jesus is led up by the Spirit into Gentile territory.  

 

He and the disciples went 45 miles west through the mountains all the way 

to the Mediterranean seacoast. Why?  

 

 To get away from the crowds that thronged Him and be refreshed? Possibly.  

 

 To have some time to teach the disciples without interruption? Likely. 
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 To leave behind the unbelieving religious leaders who opposed Him? Could 

be. 

 

 But, could there have been a higher purpose for this foray? I want to answer, 

yes.  

 

 Like the man who turned in at the rest stop, He was a man on a mission. He 

was there to help a foreign woman with a troubled daughter.  

 

 No doubt there were many people in that region with needs, but she was His 

focus that day. Never underestimate the value of one. 

His response to God’s call stands in stark contrast with that of Jonah.  What 

did this OT prophet do when he received God’s call to go into Gentile territory . . . 

to go preach to that great city Nineveh? ///  He went in the other direction, and got 

gobbled up by a big fish in the process. 

 

Not so with Jesus. He always obeyed the Heavenly voice, even when it led 

Him to a cross.  

 

“For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of 

him that sent me,” we hear Him say in John 6:38.   

 

 Surely, there is a lesson here for us. In doing the will of God there is peace. 

In resisting, there is a loss of peace. 

 

 Let me hasten to say, going God’s way doesn’t mean that all will be smooth 

sailing. Again, it led Jesus to the cross. But, out beyond Good Friday came Easter . 

. . vindication and victory. 

 

 All of this to say, when you feel the Spirit moving, don’t resist, even if it 

means stepping outside of your comfort zone.  

 

 Going back to this morning’s Gospel, Jesus goes and meets up with the 

woman. But at this point, the story takes a strange turn.  

 

Instead of responding to her repeated cries as we might have expected, He 

ignores her.  “He answered her not a word,” we are told. 
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And it gets worse. When He does speak to her, He calls her and her people 

dogs. 

 

 What is going on here? Well, there has been a lot of speculation, and we 

cannot say for sure, but here is what I think.  

 

He seizes this moment to expand the horizons of the disciples and perhaps 

her horizons.  

 

 Without a doubt, the disciples would have viewed this woman as a Gentile 

‘dog’. After all, that was the way they had been brought up.  

 

 But Jesus knew better. The Hebrew scriptures taught something better.  

 

The reason for there being an Abraham in the first place (Abraham being the 

fountainhead of God chosen people) was the salvation of the world.    

 

Beyond that, in today’s Old Testament reading, we find Solomon asking in 

his prayer at the dedication of the Temple for God to hear the prayer of the 

foreigner who would come to this place. She was one of those foreigners. 

 

The Temple to which she came, though, was not the Temple in Jerusalem, 

but the new, better Temple – Jesus. 

 

Jesus, you see, would render the old Temple in Jerusalem redundant.  

 

He was the place where heaven and earth overlap, the place the living God is 

strangely present, the place people – both Jew and Gentile alike – need to go to do 

business with God. 

  

What does Solomon in his prayer ask God to do when the foreigner shows 

up? /// Hear and  

answer, and indeed that is what Jesus in the end does. He grants this woman’s 

petition. 

 

 This ‘outsider’, I want to suggest, was an advance sign of people of all 

nations and places coming and worshipping before Israel’s God.  

 

 The Apostle John encapsulate this idea of worldwide expansion when he 

writes: 
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 “He [Jesus] came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as 

many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even 

to them that believe on his name” (John 1:11, 12). 

 

 There were many crumbs that would fall to those outside the family of 

Abraham.  

 

In this exchange with the Canaanite women, Jesus was preparing the 

disciples for what would soon take place. The lost sheep of Israel, first, but out 

beyond them, the world. That is what I see happening here. 

 

 But the big thing we should not miss in this Gospel is this woman’s 

remarkable faith. 

 

She believed when many of Jesus’ own countryman did not.  

 

 After love, faith is the most important action commended in the Bible.  

 According to the writer of Hebrews, without it we cannot please God. 

 

 And, again and again in the Bible, we find faith being the key that opens the 

golden casket to God’s blessings. This was certain so in this woman’s case. But 

what is faith? Biblical faith?  

 

 When I was 12 or so, I overheard a girl following a Sunday School assembly 

say to a friend: “If believing in Jesus is what it takes to ‘go to heaven’, okay, I 

believe.” 

 

 Is that biblical faith?  /// No, it is not.  

 

 The Canaanite women shows us what real faith looks like.  

 

 First, her faith involved giving assent to certain facts about Jesus.  

 

When she addressed Him, she addressed Him as the ‘Son of David’. In so 

doing, she gave Him a Messianic title.  

 

She also seemed to understand – to give assent -- that He possessed divine 

power. He could heal her daughter.  
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But her faith did not end with assent to facts about Jesus. Her faith also 

involved surrender.  

 

 She placed both herself and her need at His feet. And that is what you and I 

need to do.   

 

 What about you? Have you got faith? 

 

 A faith that acknowledges Jesus as God’s unique and only Son – yes – but 

also one that causes you to give it all up to Him?  

 

A faith that includes both assent and surrender? 

 

 Perhaps there is someone here today or who is listening in over the Internet 

who is teetering between belief and unbelief. If that is you, why not take the next 

step. The Canaanite woman tells us what that step is. It is crying out, “Lord, help 

me.” 

 

 You might want to add: 

 

 “There are many things I don’t understand about the Bible and about 

You, but nevertheless I come. I come in faith. 

 

 “As an act of will, I acknowledge you as my Lord, Saviour and King.  

 

 “Cleanse me from the mistakes of the past. Make me to be the man or 

woman you want me to be, the man or women in my heart of hearts I want to 

be. I surrender all.” 

 

 Faith is the victory. Faith changes things. It can change them in your life.  

 

Don’t go away this morning without Jesus and without faith.  

 

 

 

  


