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 Jesus used stories to convey truth. Why shouldn’t we?  
 
 Many ministers do. The Rev. Dr. Theodore O. Wedel (1892-1970), 
warden for many years at the American College of Preachers at the Washington 
National Cathedral, was an especially good story teller. 
 
 In 1953 he wrote a modern-day parable entitled “The Lifesaving Station 
that Became a Club”. Though completely fictional, its message is true and 
remains relevant for us today. It goes like this: 
 
 On a dangerous seacoast stood a small life-saving station. The volunteers 
who staffed it rescued many souls. 
 
 After a number of years, though, it was determined a larger station with 
more boats was needed. So, the volunteers raised money, and the little hut was 
replaced with a much larger station. The rooms were decorated, and the station 
took on more the atmosphere of a club. 
 
 As time went on, fewer members were interested in going to sea on life-
saving missions; so, a crew was hired for this unpleasant work. Not long after, a 
large ship wrecked off the coast, and the hired crew members brought in 
boatloads of cold, wet and half-drowned people. Many lives were saved, but 
there was minor damage to some of the furniture.  
 
 At the next meeting, most of the members wanted to suspend the club’s 
life-saving activities. A few, however, insisted that life-saving was the primary 
purpose of the club. After much discussion, the life-savers were out voted. The 
minority group went down the road and opened another life-saving station.  
 
  This new station carried on its mission for a number of years, but 
eventually it too evolved into a club, and yet another life-station had to be 
founded for those who wanted to continue rescue activities.  
 
 The parable concludes with these words: “If you visit that sea coast 
today, you will find a number of exclusive clubs. Shipwrecks are frequent, but 
most people drown.” 
 
 A life-saving station or a comfortable club? Which will it be for my local 
church? 
 



O GRACIOUS Father, we humbly beseech thee for thy Church; that thou 
wouldst be pleased to fill it with all truth, in all peace. Where it is corrupt, 
purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it. 
Where it is right, establish it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is 
divided, reunite it; for the sake of him who died and rose again, and ever liveth 
to make intercession for us, Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 
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