
This Sunday at St. Luke's Blue Ridge 

April 5, 2020)  

 

One Service 9:30 a.m. (drive-in) 

Stay Safe in the Family Car 
 

 

The Sunday next before 

Easter  
Palm Sunday 

 

 
.  

Blessed is He that Cometh in the Name of the Lord! 

     The Sunday next before Easter is universally known as Palm Sunday, because it is the 

anniversary of our Lord’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, “when the people went out to meet him 

with palm branches in their hands”. It is also the first day of Holy Week, and, as happens in each 

of the days which follow, the story of the Passion is read as the Gospel.  

  

Thou art the King of Israel, 

Thou David’s royal Son, 

Who in the Lord’s Name comest, 

The King and Blessed one. 

                  St. Thodulph, c. 820 



The Collect for Palm Sunday 
      ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who of thy tender love towards mankind, 

hast sent thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to 

suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the example of his great 

humility; Mercifully grant, that we may both follow the example of his patience, 

and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

Special Prayers – Coronavirus  
      Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about doing good, and 

healing all manner of sickness and disease among the people: Continue in our 

hospitals and research centers his gracious work among us, especially those 

ministering to people affected by the novel coronavirus; console and heal the sick; 

grant to the researchers, physicians, nurses, and assisting staff wisdom and skill, 

diligence and patience; prosper their work, O Lord, and send down your blessing 

upon all who serve the suffering; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

      Almighty and immortal God, giver of life and health: We implore in your 

mercy to stop the spread of the novel coronavirus; healing for all infected by the 

novel coronavirus, that by your blessing upon them and upon those who minister to 

them with your healing gifts, they may be restored to health of body and mind, 

according to your gracious will, and may give thanks to you in your holy Church; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

BCP PROPERS FOR PALM SUNDAY 
Please note:  Lectionary readings will be used in place of the BCP Propers at this Sunday’s Drive-In 

Service. BCP Propers are printed here for your meditation.  

THE EPISTLE – Philippians 2:5-11 (J.B. Phillips) 

Let Christ be your example of humility 
5-11 Let Christ himself be your example as to what your attitude should be. For he, 

who had always been God by nature, did not cling to his prerogatives as God’s 

equal, but stripped himself of all privilege by consenting to be a slave by nature 

and being born as mortal man. And, having become man, he humbled himself by 

living a life of utter obedience, even to the extent of dying, and the death he died 

was the death of a common criminal. That is why God has now lifted him so high, 

and has given him the name beyond all names, so that at the name of Jesus “every 

knee shall bow”, whether in Heaven or earth or under the earth. And that is why, 



in the end, “every tongue shall confess” that Jesus Christ” is the Lord, to the glory 

of God the Father. 
 

NOTE: Here in a nutshell is St. Paul’s belief about Jesus Christ. He who humbled himself to 

become a man and to die upon the cross is also Lord of all.  (William Sydnor) 

 

THE GOSPEL – St. Matthew 27:1-54 (J.B. Phillips) 

The trial and death of Jesus 

 1-2When the morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people met in 

council to decide how they could get Jesus executed. Then they marched him off 

with his hands tied, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 

The remorse of Judas 
3-4 Then Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that he was condemned and in his 

remorse returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and elders, with the 

words, “I was wrong—I have betrayed an innocent man to death.” “And what has 

that got to do with us?” they replied. “That’s your affair.” 
5-10 And Judas flung down the silver in the Temple and went outside and hanged 

himself. But the chief priests picked up the money and said, “It is not legal to put 

this into the Temple treasury. It is, after all, blood-money.” So, after a further 

consultation, they purchased with it the Potter’s Field to be a burial-ground for 

foreigners, which is why it is called “the Field of Blood” to this day. And so the 

words of Jeremiah the prophet came true: ‘And they took the thirty pieces of 

silver, the value of him who was priced, whom they of the children of Israel 

priced, and gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed them’. 

Jesus before Pilate 
11 Meanwhile Jesus stood in front of the governor, who asked him, “Well, you—

are you the King of the Jews?” “Yes, I am,” replied Jesus. 
12-14 But while the chief priests and elders were making their accusations, he made 

no reply at all. So Pilate said to him, “Can you not hear the evidence they’re 

bringing against you?” And to the governor’s amazement, Jesus did not answer a 

single one of their accusations. 
15-21 Now it was the custom at festival-time for the governor to release any 

prisoner whom the people chose. And it happened that at this time they had a 

notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they assembled to make the usual 

request, Pilate said to them, “Which one do you want me to set free, Barabbas or 

Jesus called Christ?” For he knew very well that the latter had been handed over 

to him through sheer malice. And indeed while he was actually sitting on the 

Bench his wife sent a message to him—“Don’t have anything to do with that 

man! I went through agonies dreaming about him last night!” But the chief priests 



and elders persuaded the mob to ask for Barabbas and demand Jesus’ execution. 

Then the governor spoke to them, “Which of these two are you asking me to 

release?” “Barabbas!” they cried. 
22 “Then what am I to do with Jesus who is called Christ?” asked Pilate. 
23-24 “Have him crucified!” they all cried. At this Pilate said, “Why, what is his 

crime?” But their voices rose to a roar, “Have him crucified!” When Pilate 

realised that nothing more could be done but that there would soon be a riot, he 

took a bowl of water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I take no 

responsibility for the death of this man. You must see to that yourselves.” 
25-26 To this the whole crowd replied, “Let his blood be on us and on our 

children!” Whereupon Pilate released Barabbas for them, but he had Jesus 

flogged and handed over for crucifixion. 
27-31 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the governor’s palace and 

collected the whole guard around him. There they stripped him and put a scarlet 

cloak upon him. They twisted some thorn-twigs into a crown and put it on his 

head and put a stick into his right hand. They bowed low before him and jeered at 

him with the words, “Hail, your majesty, king of the Jews!” Then they spat on 

him, took the stick and hit him on the head with it. And when they had finished 

their fun, they stripped the cloak off again, put his own clothes upon him and led 

him off for crucifixion. 
32 On their way out of the city they met a man called Simon, a native of Cyrene in 

Africa, and they compelled him to carry Jesus’ cross. 

The Crucifixion 
33-35 Then when they came to a place called Golgotha they offered him a drink of 

wine mixed with some bitter drug (or vinegar mixed with gall or myrrh in other 

versions of the New Testament), but when he had tasted it he refused to drink. 

And when they had nailed him to the cross they shared out his clothes by drawing 

lots. 
36-37 Then they sat down to keep guard over him. And over his head they put a 

placard with the charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE 

JEWS. 
38-44 Now two bandits were crucified with Jesus at the same time, one on either 

side of him. The passers-by nodded knowingly and called out to him, in mockery, 

“Hi, you who could pull down the Temple and build it up again in three days—

why don’t you save yourself? If you are the Son of God, step down from the 

cross!” The chief priests also joined the scribes and elders in jeering at him, 

saying, “He saved others, but he can’t save himself! If this is the king of Israel, 

why doesn’t he come down from the cross now, and we’ll believe him! He trusted 

in God ... let God rescue him if He will have anything to do with him! For he 



said, ‘I am God’s son’.” Even the bandits who were crucified with him hurled 

abuse at him. 
45-46 Then from midday until three o’clock darkness spread over the whole 

countryside, and then Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?’ 
47-50 Some of those who were standing there heard these words which Jesus spoke 

in Aramaic—Eli (or Eloi), Eli lama sabachthani?, and said, “This man is calling 

for Elijah!” And one of them ran off and fetched a sponge, soaked it in vinegar 

and put it on a long stick and held it up for him to drink. But the others said, “Let 

him alone! Let’s see if Elijah will come and save him.” But Jesus gave one more 

great cry, and died. 
51-53 And the sanctuary curtain in the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 

The ground shook, rocks split and graves were opened. (A number of bodies of 

holy men who were asleep in death rose again. They left their graves after Jesus’ 

resurrection and entered the holy city and appeared to many people.) 
54 When the centurion and his company who were keeping guard over Jesus saw 

the earthquake and all that was happening they were terrified. “Indeed he was the 

son of God!” they said. 
 

NOTE: This is the description of our Lord’s trial, crucifixion, and death. Even the Roman 

governor and the Roman centurion saw in the Humble Victim something of the royal majesty 

of the King of Glory.  (William Sydnor) 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
  

FIRST LESSON – Zechariah 9:9-12 (ESV) 
The Coming King of Zion 

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

    righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

    and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

    and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 



11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

    I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

    today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 
NOTE:  This is the Old Testament prophecy of the coming Messiah which Jesus acted out in 

detail on the first Palm Sunday.  

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON – Mark 11:1-11 (J.B. Phillips) 
Jesus arranges for his entry into the city 

11 1-3 When they were approaching Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage and 

Bethany on the slopes of the Mount of Olives, he sent off two of his disciples with 

these instructions, “Go into the village just ahead of you and as soon as you enter it 

you will find a tethered colt on which no one has yet ridden. Untie it, and bring it 

here. If anybody asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’, just say, ‘The Lord needs it, 

and will send it back immediately.’” 
4-7 So they went off and found the colt tethered by a doorway outside in the open 

street, and they untied it. Some of the bystanders did say, “What are you doing, 

untying this colt?”, but they made the reply Jesus told them to make, and the men 

raised no objection. So they brought the colt to Jesus, threw their coats on its back, 

and he took his seat upon it. 
8-10 Many of the people spread out their coats in his path as he rode along, and 

others put down straw which they had cut from the fields. The whole crowd, both 

those who were in front and those who were behind Jesus, shouted, “God save 

him!—’Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’ God bless the coming 

kingdom of our father David! God save him from on high!” 
11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the Temple and looked round on all that 

was going on. And then, since it was already late in the day, he went out to 

Bethany with the twelve. 
 

NOTE:  Here is the brief but graphic account of our Lord’s triumphal entry. In the events of 

Palm Sunday and the week that followed. Zechariah’s prophecy about the coming Messiah come 

true more fully and more deeply than anyone had dared hoped for. (William Sydnor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Palm Sunday 

April 5 

9:30 a.m. 
“Praise, Prayer and Palms on the Grass” 

Holy Communion will be celebrated in 

front of the church. Members of the 

congregation are asked to remain in their 

automobile and listen to the service via 

their car radio (FM 98.1). Holy Communion 

will be delivered to cars in plastic bags.  

Invite your friends! 
Services are also available on You Tube and Facebook. 

Key in: Parish Church of St. Luke Blue Ridge. 

 
Many thanks to those who have mailed in or dropped 

donations. Your generosity helps Christ’s work moving 

forward in these difficult days. St. Luke’s postal address 

is P.O. Box 1821, Blue Ridge. 

 

St. Luke’s now has as online-giving portal on the 

church’s website. Check it out: www.stlukes@tds.net.  
 



From lightening and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague, 

pestilence, and famine; from battle and murder, and from sudden death. GOOD 

LORD, DELIVER US! 

 

 
 

 

MEMORIAL GARDEN COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU!! 

    The Memorial Garden Committee has placed piggy banks in the Narthex and 

Thomason Hall to be used for the Cemetery Stone Wall Fund. We gratefully ask 

that you put any coins you might have lying around to help repair the 110-year-old 

wall 

    Every little bit helps! If you would prefer to give cash or check, mail it to Pat 

McConnell, committee chairman, 178 Forest Crescent, Blue Ridge, GA 30513, or 

bring it by the church office.   

 

BRUNCH, LUNCH OR DINNER (SIX PLUS TWO) 

   Six-Plus-Two group dinners have been put on hold, pending the end of the 

Coronavirus crisis. 

 

Please keep the members and friends of St. Luke’s in your prayers: 

Members of St. Luke’s – Tim Higdon, Sheila McConnell, Rosemarie Gorr, 

Connie Parks, Dot Washburn, Rose Brass, Evelyn 

Bryant, Eileen Kerr, “Hoot” and Gwen Skelton, Jim and Ruby Tresca, Bruce 

Berkinshaw, Pat and Sherron Dearing, Tom Hoffer, 

Ray Pigott, Ann Thomason, Jane Koster, Marilyn Seiler, Don Hess, MaryLynn 

Kipfmiller, Rosanne Johnston and Jackie 

Lumpkin. 

 

Family and Friends –Brian (friend of the Gorr Family), Graham (friend of the 

Sartain Family), Lynn Grimme, Rick McNelly, 

HONESTY SHOP 
Handcrafted Carpenter Bee Traps are available in an 
Honesty Shop set up in St. Luke’s Pavilion. Put $14 in 
receptacle and take your trap. Money will go to the St. 
Luke’s Men’s Group. For more information, speak to 
Neil McDonald.   



Mark &amp; Missy Ciesinski, Vicki Wood, Kellie Smith, Taylor (friend of the 

Cranor family), The Rogers family, Victoria, Dorothy 

and Frank Graham, Don Lawrence, Ben McHan, Linda Davidson, Star Daniels, 

Clarence Elrod, B. Z. Cashman, Abbey Cranor, 

Kathryn (Reinauer) Payette, Paul Lucia, and Suzi Vollrath. 

  

 

 

Financial Pledge for the Year of our Lord 2020  
As stewards of God’s gifts and in gratitude for all blessings, I pledge the following amount to the work of 

Christ through St. Luke’s Church for 2020 . 

Name ____________________________________________________________________  

Address ___________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

Amount ____________________________________________________________________  

________Weekly _______ Monthly_______Yearly  

(Please tick the appropriate blank)  

       Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him to store, as God has prospered him.   

1 Corinthians 16:2 

 
 

 

OUR MISSION  
St. Luke’s mission is to grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Jesus 

Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and to share our faith, our hands 
and hearts for the sake of the Gospel, our community and the world. 

 



 

 
 

 

REMEMBER THE NEEDY   

EVERY TIME YOU COME TO CHURCH  

  
  

Please bring one or more item for the needy -- paper, 

soap products, tinned and dried food, etc. Leave in  

Narthex. Items will be distributed through North Georgia  

Community Action Agency  

  

  

  
 

SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2020 IS AVAILABLE  

A sign-up sheet for Altar flowers is available in Thomason Hall for 2020. 

Please sign up for days you wish to commemorate.    
__________________________________________________________________________________________  

  

St. Luke's Church, "The Parish Church of the Mountains," 7 Ewing St., (POB 
1821), Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513; Telephone (706) 632-8245; 
www.stlukesblueridge.org; stlukes@tds.net.  

http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/
http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/
mailto:stlukes@tds.net

