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Epiphany 2 (2021) 

 

 I’m sure you have seen them. They are used most notably by car dealerships.  

 

 Beamed up into the sky are searchlights  

. . . maybe three or more rotating.  

 

 Their purpose, of course, is to draw attention to the business and to draw in 

customers. 

 

 One can imagine a scenario where a husband and wife are off to find a 

restaurant for the evening and see lights in the sky. Out of curiosity they follow 

them and arrive at the Ford dealership. The man says to the woman: 

 

 “Honey, let’s forget about dinner and buy ourselves a brand-new F-1 pickup. 

So, they stop and about an hour later drive away with the vehicle of their dreams, 

or at least of his dreams. 

 

 I suppose such a thing could happen, but I’m not sure how often it does. 

Even so, those lights get people’s attention and create desire . . . get them thinking 

about buying a new car. 

 

 And that should be our goal in the church as well: to get people’s attention 

and create desire, desire for something more in life. 

  

 At the moment, we are in Epiphany. In this season, we celebrate the light of 

Christ coming into the world and shining out even to those who were not 

consciously looking for a Messiah or Saviour – the gentiles.  

 

 A corollary is that those reached by this light are themselves to become 

light. “Let your light so shine before men . . .” says Jesus.  

 

 One of the pressing needs of our day is the evangelization of the culture . . .  

bringing the light of Christ out of the church house into the world house  

 But, how do we get through to the people of our day? That’s the big 

question, isn’t it? 

 

 Perhaps we can learn from those automobile dealerships. Those search lights 

are not directed towards those already in the showroom, but those outside it.  
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They create interest and draw people in. But what will they find when they 

come in? Will they find anything that makes them want to stay? That is the 

question.  

 

 In his book The Provocative Church, 

my friend and colleague Graham Tomlin (who has been here at St. Luke’s) tells the 

story of a man by the name of Derick Draper.  

 

  Draper was an English political lobbyist, but in the late ‘90s his career came 

to crashing halt when he was caught up in a political scandal.  

 

Imagine that! Aren’t you thankful we don’t have any of those in our country! 

 

 Well, it was really quite sad. This man’s life fell apart, and he became 

seriously depressed.  

 

 His therapists recommended that he explore spirituality. So, for a while, he 

dabbled in Eastern mysticism and practiced various forms of meditation. None of 

these things really clicked for him. 

 

 Then one day, for whatever reason, he wandered into an Anglican church 

service and something did click. In his own words: 

 

 “I started to discover Jesus Christ, his life and teachings, I’m still 

learning about the liturgy, and there’s no doubt . . . I struggle . . . with 

aspects of the Bible, especially the Old Testament, and with the actions, past 

and present, of the organized church. What I know, though, is that none of 

that matters too much. The core of my Christianity is belief in the wisdom of 

Jesus’ words as told in the Gospels. Now I look back on that time of excess 

in the mid to late nineties (work, money, drink, drugs, sex power) with 

horror. I’m going to try to live my life according to what Jesus laid down 

2000 years ago. I used to live a shallow, materialistic life. I was impatient 

and intolerant. Now, I try to think and act with others in mind.” 

 

When he stumbled into that church there was something that made him want 

to come back and to be a part of that family.  

 

But sadly, that doesn’t always happen. Some come in, go away and never 

return. 
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What will captivate their mind and heart and create a desire to stay?  

 

I want to suggest two things: truth and authenticity.  

 

The first – truth – is assured if a local church is preaching and teaching the 

Bible . . . if it is being true to the tradition handed down by the apostles.   

 

What does Jesus say in His high priestly prayer recorded in John 17?  “Thy 

word is truth.” 

 

Of course, it is. God’s Word Written is truth. It is God-breathed and life-

giving. 

 

So a Bible-preaching church has truth. That truth is found in the lessons read 

Sunday by Sunday and indeed in Anglican churches in a liturgy saturated in 

scripture.  

 

But what at times is lacking is authenticity. Now, what do I mean by 

authenticity?  

 

Well, authenticity has to do with what people do after they say they believe.  

 

The litmus test is their lives. Are they living distinctive lives, lives that 

radiate such things as: love, humility, joy, compassion, forgiveness and honesty? 

 

When this is in fact the case, those on the outside – perhaps those who 

stumble into a church – will take note and will often be moved to ask questions. 

Such questions as: 

 

--What’s makes these folks different?  

 

--What do they have that I don’t have? 

 

--How can I get it?  

 

If you (actually the Holy Spirit working in you) create desire, you are on 

your way to catching your fish.  

 

The 17th century French philosopher Blaise Pascal wrote:  
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“Make it attractive, make good men wish it were true, and then show 

them that it is.”  

 

That is what I mean by authenticity.  

 

But what does that authenticity look like on the ground? In a flesh and blood 

community? Well, I have already told you in general terms, but if you want 

specifics you don’t have to look any further than this morning’s Epistle taken from 

the 12th chapter of Romans. 

 

As you listened to it being read, it may have sounded as if Paul was just 

rattling off a laundry list of advice or commands . . . saying everything he wanted 

to say but hitherto had not said.  

 

For example (drawing from the language of J. B. Phillip’s translation): 

 

◼ Let us have no imitation Christian love.  

 

◼ Let us have a genuine break with evil and a real devotion to good. 

 

◼  Give freely to fellow-Christians in want, never grudging a meal or a 

bed to those who need them. 

 

◼ Don’t pay back a bad turn by a bad turn. 

 

And so on.  

 

It may seem like jumble, but if we look closer at Paul’s words, I think we 

can find an over-arching theme. That theme is: authenticity  

. . . living as children of the light.  

 

“Let your love be real,” or, as the King James’ renders it: “Let your love be 

without dissimulation.” That is the key thought.  

 

 This is what will make those visit our churches want to come back. 

 

  Let me ask what do people find when they enter our doors here at St. Luke’s.  
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 We send up our ‘searchlights’ in our newspaper advertisements, in our 

Facebook postings, in our directional signs, and some do come and see. But what 

do they find? 

 

 Hopefully not the type of ‘love’ Paul is warning against in this morning’s 

Epistle. Love that is superficial, playacting.  

 

 He draws his imagery from the Greek theatre.  Actors would hold up a mask 

over their face depicting the character they were playing. This, by the way, is 

where we get the word ‘hypocritical’. It means acting a theatrical part. ///  

 

 Do you want to see this church grow and flourish? 

 

 Do you yourself want to make a difference in the community you live?  

 

 Do you want to be apart of something that will outlast you and your life?  

 

 Do you want to know life to the full? 

 

 Do you want to be shaft of light at a time when many are despairing and 

have lost hope? 

 

 If so, determine to live as children of the light. Let your love be genuine. No 

playacting. /// 

 

 Authenticity is the name of the game. May it be our game. 

 

 

 


