
This Sunday at St. Luke's Blue Ridge 

February 16, 2020 

 

Sexagesima 
Or the Second Sunday before Lent 

 
 

 
.  

Learning to Wait  
     The name of this Sunday – Sexagesima -- refers to the approximate number of 

days before Easter -- 60. 

     Both Lectionary readings for this Sunday remind us that waiting is an important 

part of the Christian life. Yet, trying to get ahead of God by forcing our own 

agenda is what often happens. Indeed, that is what God’s ancient people in Judah 

did in the days of Isaiah the prophet. Instead of trusting in and waiting on the Lord 



to bring deliverance from their enemies, they took matters into their own hands . . . 

they went down to Egypt seeking help (Isaiah 30:2). The result was disastrous.  

     Waiting on the Lord is also taught in today’s New Testament reading. In Jesus’ 

Parable of the Seed, the one who sows seed has to wait for it to germinate and 

come up. So, it is with the Kingdom of God. Jesus’ followers are to sow the seed – 

announce that the true King has landed on Planet Earth and summon people to 

repentance and faith – but they can’t force this seed to germinate and take shape 

and form. They have to learn the Christian grace of waiting.  

       Waiting is also needed in the area of Christian service. 

Ready to go, ready to stay, 

Ready my place to fill; 

Ready for service lowly or great, 

Ready to do His will. (A.C. Palmer) 

      To the author’s list of ‘readies’, we might want to add: “Ready to stand and 

wait.” (VHM) 

 

The Collect for Sexagesima 
       O LORD God, who seest that we put not our trust in any thing that we do; 

Mercifully grant that by thy power we may be defended against all adversity; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE – 2 Corinthians 11:19-31 (J.B. Phillips)  
If you like self-commendation, listen to mine! 

1119-21From your heights of superior wisdom I am sure you can smile tolerantly 

on a fool. Oh, you’re tolerant all right! You don’t mind, do you, if a man takes 

away your liberty, spends your money, makes a fool of you or even smacks your 

face? I am almost ashamed to say that I never did brave strong things like that to 

you. 22Yet in whatever particular they enjoy such confidence I (speaking as a 

fool, remember) have just as much confidence. 
23Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants 

of Abraham? So am I. 
23 Are they ministers of Christ? I have more claim to this title than they. This is a 

silly game but look at this list: I have worked harder than any of them. I have 

served more prison sentences! I have been beaten times without number. I have 

faced death again and again. 
24 I have been beaten the regulation thirty-nine stripes by the Jews five times. 
25 I have been beaten with rods three times. I have been stoned once. I have been 

shipwrecked three times. I have been twenty-four hours in the open sea. 



26-27 In my travels I have been in constant danger from rivers and floods, from 

bandits, from my own countrymen, and from pagans. I have faced danger in city 

streets, danger in the desert, danger on the high seas, danger among false 

Christians. I have known exhaustion, pain, long vigils, hunger and thirst, going 

without meals, cold and lack of clothing. 
28-29 Apart from all external trials I have the daily burden of responsibility for all 

the churches. Do you think anyone is weak without my feeling his weakness? 

Does anyone have his faith upset without my longing to restore him? 
30-31 Oh, if I am going to boast, let me boast of the things which have shown up 

my weakness! The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, he who is blessed for 

ever, knows that I speak the simple truth. 

 
NOTE:  The Christian is willing to live according to God’s will no matter how difficult may be 

his lot. The Christian is also one who is seeking to bring to others the good news of God’s 

saving love. The ability to communicate to others begins with one’s willingness to identify and 

associate with them. St. Paul shows us in this little autobiographical glimpse the qualities of 

true Christian apostleship: utter dedication and conscious identification with those whom he 

would serve. (William Sydnor) 

 

                                                      

THE GOSPEL – St. Luke 8:4-15 (J.B. Phillips) 
Jesus’ parable of the mixed reception given to the truth 

84-8 When a large crowd had collected and people were coming to him from one 

town after another, he spoke to them and gave them this parable: “A sower went 

out to sow his seed, and while he was sowing, some of the seed fell by the 

roadside and was trodden down and birds gobbled it up. Some fell on the rock, 

and when it sprouted it withered for lack of moisture. Some fell among thorn-

bushes which grew up with the seeds and choked the life out of them. But some 

seed fell on good soil and grew and produced a crop—a hundred times what had 

been sown.” And when he had said this, he called out, “Let the man who has ears 

to hear use them!” 
9-10 Then his disciples asked him the meaning of the parable. To which Jesus 

replied, “You have been given the chance to understand the secrets of the 

kingdom of God, but the others are given parables so that they may go through 

life with their eyes open and ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not 

understand’”. 
11-15 “This is what the parable means. The seed is the message of God. The seed 

sown by the roadside represents those who hear the message, and then the devil 

comes and takes it away from their hearts so that they cannot believe it and be 

saved. That sown on the rock represents those who accept the message with great 



delight when they hear it, but have no real root. They believe for a little while but 

when the time of temptation comes, they lose faith. And the seed sown among the 

thorns represents the people who hear the message and go on their way, and with 

the worries and riches and pleasures of living, the life is choked out of them, and 

in the end they produce nothing. But the seed sown on good soil means the men 

who hear the message and accept it with good and honest heart, and go on 

steadily producing a good crop. 

 
NOTE: In the parable of the sower, every Christian is likely to see himself. Here is an 

opportunity to take stock of one’s own Christian living. (William Sydnor) 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS  

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – Isaiah 30:8-21 (ESV) 

A Rebellious People 

308 And now, go, write it before them on a tablet 

    and inscribe it in a book, 

that it may be for the time to come 

    as a witness for ever.  
9 For they are a rebellious people, 

    lying children, 

children unwilling to hear 

    the instruction of the Lord; 
10 who say to the seers, “Do not see”, 

    and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; 

speak to us smooth things, 

    prophesy illusions, 
11 leave the way, turn aside from the path, 

    let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 
12 Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, 

“Because you despise this word 

    and trust in oppression and perverseness 

    and rely on them, 
13 therefore this iniquity shall be to you 

    like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, 

    whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 
14 and its breaking is like that of a potter's vessel 

    that is smashed so ruthlessly 

that among its fragments not a shard is found 



    with which to take fire from the hearth, 

    or to dip up water out of the cistern.” 
15 For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, 

“In returning and rest you shall be saved; 

    in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 

But you were unwilling, 16 and you said, 

“No! We will flee upon horses”; 

    therefore you shall flee away; 

and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 

    therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
17 A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; 

    at the threat of five you shall flee, 

till you are left 

    like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, 

    like a signal on a hill. 

The Lord Will Be Gracious 
18 Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you, 

    and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. 

For the Lord is a God of justice; 

    blessed are all those who wait for him. 
19 For a people shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. He will 

surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears it, he 

answers you. 20 And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity and 

the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself any more, but your 

eyes shall see your Teacher. 21 And your ears shall hear a word behind you, 

saying, “This is the way, walk in it”, when you turn to the right or when you turn 

to the left. 
 

NOTE: The prophet distinguishes between false, shallow, man-engineered religion and true, 

humble reliance on God. He contrasts the busyness of man’s agendas with reliance on the 

guidance of God. The passage (especially vv. 15-21) deserves careful, prayerful consideration 

by everyone who takes Christian living seriously.   (William Sydnor) 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON – St. Mark 4:26-34 (J.B. Phillips)  

Jesus gives pictures of the kingdom’s growth 

426-29 Then he said, “The kingdom of God is like a man scattering seed on the 

ground and then going to bed each night and getting up every morning, while the 

seed sprouts and grows up, though he has no idea how it happens. The earth 

produces a crop without any help from anyone: first a blade, then the ear of corn, 



then the full-grown grain in the ear. And as soon as the crop is ready, he sends his 

reapers in without delay, for the harvest-time has come.” 
30-32 Then he continued, “What can we say the kingdom of God is like? How shall 

we put it in a parable? It is like a tiny grain of mustard-seed which, when it is 

sown, is smaller than any seed that is ever sown. But after it is sown in the earth, 

it grows up and becomes bigger than any other plant. It shoots out great branches 

so that birds can come and nest in its shelter.” 
33-34 So he taught them his message with many parables such as their minds could 

take in. He did not speak to them at all without using parables, although in private 

he explained everything to his disciples. 
 

NOTE: The kingdom comes in God’s own way and in His good time. While men sleep it 

grows, “we know not how”. God can work from very small beginnings to accomplish His great 

purposes. This is worth remembering in our little acts and relationships of daily life.   (William 

Sydnor) 

 

Services on Sexagesima 
•8:15 a.m. – Holy Communion (said service)  
A quiet meditative service 

  Celebrant: The Rector 

 Preacher: The Rev. Ronald O. Wikander 

Lector: Sam Sartain  

Server: Finn Thoresen 

•10 a.m. Morning Prayer and Sermon (choral) 

Classic Anglican morning service with hymns and exposition of Scripture.  

Preacher: The Rector 

Officiant: The Rector 

Lay Reader: Don Hess 

Acolyte / Server: Sally Hess 

Ushers: Jim and Kathryn Noblett 

   Holy Communion from the Sacrament reserved from the 8:15 a.m. service is 

available in the Jennus Chapel immediately following the 10 a.m. service. The 

service last about 7 minutes. 

 

 

 
 



PARISH CALENDAR:  xxxx 
 

Sunday: 

 2 p.m.  Memorial Service    Church 

   Juanita Lebkuecher 

Monday: 

 7:30 a.m. Matins read     Jennus Chapel 

 1:15 p.m. Knitting Group    Yellow Room 

Tuesday: 

  7:30 a.m.  Matins read      Jennus Chapel 

 10:00 a.m.  Teaching Tuesday      Yellow Room 

      “Christianity during the War Between the States”  

                  Pat Bailey  

Wednesday:  

       7:30 a.m. Matins read      Jennus Chapel  

    10 a.m. Women’s Bible study      Yellow Room     

Thursday: 

 7:30 a.m. Matins read          Jennus Chapel 

 10 a,n, Healing Waters     Yellow Room 

Friday: 

 7:30 a.m. Matins read      Jennus Chapel 

 

 

 HEALING SERVICES  

Opportunity for laying on hands for healing is available on the 

second and fourth Thursday of each month, respectively at noon 

and 6:30 p.m. 

 

“TEACHING TUESDAYS” 

Curriculum for first half of 2020 
    St. Luke’s ‘Teaching Tuesdays’ education program has resumed. All classes are 

open to the public. Sessions begin at 10 a.m. are held in the Yellow Room on the 

ground floor. The focus of ‘Teaching Tuesdays’ is to equip the laity for service and 

witness. 

  Dates, topics and presenters: 

 --Feb. 18 -- Christianity during the War Between the States; Pat Bailey, 

historian; and 

 --Feb. 25 -- The Glastonbury Story: St. Joseph of Arimathea, Man and Myth; 

Pat Dearing. 

 During Lent, ‘Teaching Tuesdays’ will be replaced with ‘Lunch and Learn’. 

These classes will be held at noon on Wednesdays. Soup will be served. This 



year’s series is entitled: “That You Might Believe: The Seven Sign of St. John’s 

Gospel.  ‘Lunch and Learn’ sessions begin Mar. 11 and end. Apr. 1. 

 ‘Teaching Tuesdays’ classes resume Apr. 21. Dates, topics and presenters 

are: 

--Apr. 21 – Marked as Christ’s Own: Baptism and Confirmation, the Rev. 

Victor H. Morgan, rector;  

--Apr. 28 – Food for the Journey: The Supper of the Lord; the Rev. Mr. 

Morgan; 

--May. 5 – The Two Shall Become One: Marriage in the Church; Teresa 

Wankel, president of the Women of St. Luke’s; 

 --May. 12 – Tactics: How to Direct a Conversation about God; Roger 

Johnson, chair, St. Luke’s Education Committee; and 

 --May. 19 -- Christian Version of ‘Final Jeopardy’; June Gentile. 

 St. Luke’s, a traditional Anglican (Episcopal) Church declaring the whole 

counsel of God’s Word, is located at 7 Ewing St., across from the Blue Ridge 

Kiwanis Fairgrounds. For more information, visit www.stlukesblueridge.org or call 

(706) 632-8245. 

  

 

AARP FREE TAX SERVICE 
      AARP free tax service begins Friday, Feb. 7, and will continue through Friday, 

Apr. 10. Time of operation is from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please assemble in the Yellow 

Room. Call or text (706) 455-9175 for an appointment. Walk-ins are welcomed, first 

come, first service. 

 

‘Ambassadors’ needed to assist visitors 
     St. Luke’s is privileged to have visitors at almost every service. The Welcome 

and Outreach Committee is seeking friendly people to be on duty – in addition to 

ushers – at the 10 a.m. service to ensure these folk are given a coffee mug and are 

given the right service (Morning Prayer or Holy Communion) booklets. If you 

would like to be an ‘ambassador’, please speak to the Rev. Ronald Wikander, 

Kathryn Noblett or the Rector.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Pledge for the Year of our Lord 2020  
As stewards of God’s gifts and in gratitude for all blessings, I pledge the following amount to the work of 

Christ through St. Luke’s Church for 2020 . 

Name ____________________________________________________________________  

Address ___________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

Amount ____________________________________________________________________  

________Weekly _______ Monthly_______Yearly  

(Please tick the appropriate blank)  

       Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him to store, as God has prospered him.   

1 Corinthians 16:2 

 
 

 

OUR MISSION  
St. Luke’s mission is to grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Jesus 

Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and to share our faith, our hands 
and hearts for the sake of the Gospel, our community and the world. 

 



 

 
 

 

REMEMBER THE NEEDY   

EVERY TIME YOU COME TO CHURCH  

  
  

Please bring one or more item for the needy -- paper, 

soap products, tinned and dried food, etc. Leave in  

Narthex. Items will be distributed through North Georgia  

Community Action Agency  

  

  

  
 

SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2020 IS AVAILABLE  

A sign-up sheet for Altar flowers is available in Thomason Hall for 2020. 

Please sign up for days you wish to commemorate.    
__________________________________________________________________________________________  

  

St. Luke's Church, "The Parish Church of the Mountains," 7 Ewing St., (POB 
1821), Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513; Telephone (706) 632-8245; 
www.stlukesblueridge.org; stlukes@tds.net.  

http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/
http://www.stlukesblueridge.org/
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